
@freshwaterfuture

Freshwater Future

Freshwater Future

VOICESVOICES
F R E S H W A T E RF R E S H W A T E R

This Issue:

SPRING 2026 

Thank You Donors

PAGES 8-10

Meet Our 
Inspiring 
Freshwater Heroes

PAGES 2-7
Welcome New
Board Member

PAGE 7

FRESHWATERFUTURE.ORG

Freshwater Future is excited to
celebrate the hard work of people
and groups who are bringing
awareness and action to the Great
Lakes region. Our 2025 Freshwater
Heroes show amazing reverance for    
our environment and are
committed to protecting our
precious water and communities. 

Our heroes live in every corner
of the Great Lakes region, but
share a similar commitment to
protect our waters--the lakes,
rivers, streams, wetlands,
shorelines, and drinking water
that are crucial for our region's
health and vitality. They work
through community efforts,
advocacy, and policy reforms to
tackle the biggest water issues
with determination and
creativity.

This year, we are proud to honor
ten outstanding individuals and
community groups who have
worked hard to create real, lasting
change. These champions have
spent years addressing the complex
problems affecting our water
resources, from improving water
quality to preventing pollution and
dealing with climate impacts. 

As we share the stories of these
Freshwater Heroes in this Voices
edition, we are reminded that small
actions can make a huge difference.
At Freshwater Future, we are
inspired by those who give their
time and skills to improve the Great
Lakes and our communities.

Join us in honoring these
Freshwater Heroes. Let their stories
inspire you to take action in your
community!

20252025
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LaTanya Bell has dedicated much of her adult life to
confronting social injustices that place her community at
risk, particularly those tied to the fundamental human right
to water. Her advocacy for reproductive rights is deeply
connected to the need for safe, clean, and affordable water as
a critical factor in advancing Black maternal health and
equity. Access to affordable, safe water is also essential to
housing stability, enabling basic daily needs such as hygiene,
cooking, laundry, and drinking, and transforming a house
into a sustainable home. Beyond advocacy, LaTanya’s impact
is strengthened by her ability to build and grow
organizations that drive meaningful change. She founded
Smart Girls Empowered to promote art as a pathway to
entrepreneurship for Black girls. She also brings her
leadership, relationships, knowledge, and deep commitment
to community to her work with Wisdom Institute, as Co-
Executive Director, helping to expand its reach and impact. 

Creativity is central to LaTanya’s approach and plays a vital
role in the success of the justice work she champions.
Whether through art and healing practices, developing
innovative communications tools, or introducing
community-centered ideas, she ensures that the voices and
leadership of the community remain at the forefront. Thank
you, LaTanya, for being a Freshwater Hero and for all you
have done to improve health and water access.

LaTanya BellLaTanya Bell
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Sherry FlemingSherry Fleming
OHIO

MICHIGAN

Sherry Fleming’s deep respect and passion for nature
contributed to her being a lifelong advocate for water. Her
concerns about threats to the drinking water source in her
community, the Michindoh aquifer and for Lake Erie,
were the triggers for getting involved. 
 
In 2006, Sherry co-founded the Williams County Alliance
in Northwest Ohio to prevent impacts from a large factory
farm. Sherry’s organizing skills led to other successes such
as stopping a proposed fish farm that would have pulled
five million gallons a day from the aquifer and the
discharge of the same amount of wastewater to the St.
Joseph River.   

Sherry’s advocacy extends beyond Northwest Ohio,
through collaborations with various groups and advocates
in the Great Lakes region. Her extensive experience and
caring are now leading her to work for the rights of nature
to ensure future generations can experience the benefit of
clean water and abundant nature.

In Sherry’s own words, “Laws must be changed to respect
and acknowledge the interconnectedness of all nature.” An
effective leader, Sherry models how we can work in our
community and throughout the region to protect our
waters.

ADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTIONADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTION



For Sally Howard, her time experiencing Lake Erie, the
Niagara River, and Lake Ontario and the early
encouragement of her parents and teachers have honed
her desire and abilities to ensure the future of water and
the environment. One thing Sally has stressed is that
decisions need to be made to benefit future generations,
finding inspiration from Indigenous peoples’ values of
caring for the land and water and thinking forward seven
generations.
 
Sally has worked for decades with others to protect water
and the environment, from helping to secure an
indefinite hydrofracking moratorium for New York
state, to founding local organic Community Supported
Agriculture. Her success has been created through
tenacity, building broad coalitions in the work, providing
trusted educational forums, and more.
 
Having loved the outdoors as a child and grown that love
into a passion for protecting our waters and the
environment, Sally has shown the difference one person
can make by working with others for something good.
We commend you Sally, for your many campaigns to
ensure the future integrity of our shared home.

Sally HowardSally Howard
NEW YORK

Peter Gagnon & Rick Gartshore Peter Gagnon & Rick Gartshore 

Peter Gagnon and Rick Gartshore are Freshwater Heroes for their
dedication to protecting water, wetlands, and drinking water through
extreme challenges and legal attacks. About 20 years ago, they
formed the Pointes Protection Association, to address concerns about
a large development that included destroying wetlands and dredging
a canal. They spoke up on behalf of water and wetlands at all
decision-making levels. The Ontario Municipal Board issued the
final decision, that the project would harm the wetlands and permits
should be denied. Unfortunately, what came next was a SLAPP
lawsuit (strategic lawsuit against public participation) filed by the
developers against the Pointes Protection Association, Peter, and
Rick. The case ultimately was decided by the Supreme Court of
Canada in favor of Pointes Protection, stating that “SLAPPs hurt
people’s right to freedom of expression, and that freedom of
expression is important to our democracy.”

That experience did not discourage Peter and Rick from their water
work. Their current efforts include addressing toxic PFAS in drinking
water. They are working hard to address contamination from a
stream that has been carrying PFAS from a firefighting site and
dumping into the St. Mary’s River for decades near the Canadian
Sault Ste Marie Airport.

We applaud Peter and Rick for their tenacity and willingness to not
back down, demonstrating the importance of people getting involved
to protect our waters.
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ADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTIONADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTION

Randy Dykhuis Randy Dykhuis 
Randy transitioned from a supporter of environmental
causes to a passionate advocate when concerns about
climate change and policy threats in 2016 spurred him to
deepen his involvement.  

When Randy learned that disposal of coal ash from power
plants was contaminating drinking water in the Lansing,
Michigan area, he helped form Capital Area Friends of the
Environment or CAFE. Randy’s work pushed for increased
transparency and water testing by the utility, raising
awareness about the risks to private wells. 

Through his water work, he learned that water rates in
Lansing were slated to increase more than 9% in 2024 and
2025, and understanding the impact these increases would
have on families, he engaged on water affordability policy.
Now as a resident of southeast Michigan, Randy is
continuing his advocacy for affordable water, helping
make a difference and pushing the message that water is a
human right. Thank you, Randy, for your important work
on water.

MICHIGAN

Freshwater Future recognizes Glory-June as a Freshwater
Hero for her lifelong commitment as a citizen advocate
and historian. At about age 13, Glory-June wrote her first
letter to the editor of the South Bend Tribune in support
of establishing a National Lakeshore in the Indiana Dunes.
She has never stopped writing since. 

For four decades, Glory-June has been involved in history
and preservation projects, authoring numerous National
Register nominations and writing about the origins of
conservation, from which she believes there is still much
we can learn. Having loved the dunes and wetlands of
southwestern Michigan and northwestern Indiana, she
joined Save the Dunes in her 20s and contributed to their
protection with her first National Register nomination:
Washington Park in Michigan City, Indiana, which
included two dunes! Thank you, Glory-June for your
lifelong legacy of conservation efforts, advocacy, and
dedication to preserving the history of all the special
places in the Lake Michigan basin.

INDIANA
Glory-June Greiff Glory-June Greiff 
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En julio de 2023, la ciudad de
Cicero, Illinois, recibió nueve
pulgadas (0,23 metros) de lluvia;
esta lluvia cayó durante seis horas
y provocó graves inundaciones en
Cicero, donde habita una
población mayoritariamente
Latinx. Sin perder el tiempo,
algunos residentes ayudaron a los
vecinos afectados a limpiar las
alcantarillas obstruidas e iniciar el
proceso de solicitud de fondos de
ayuda. Estos individuos dedicados
fundaron la organización “Voces”
para continuar con este trabajo.

Las iniciativas de Voces han tenido
un gran impacto positivo
enfrentando amenazas
ambientales que afectan a la salud,
más allá de las inundaciones. Voces
apoya y asegura que los residentes
puedan expresar sus
preocupaciones a las agencias y a
las personas a cargo de otorgar
permisos que afectan la calidad del
agua y del ambiente. Cuando se
estaba revisando un permiso de
desagüe para la planta de
tratamiento de agua más grande
del mundo (Stickney Water
Reclamation Plant), que se
encuentra cerca de la comunidad
de Cicero, Voces pidió que el EPA
de Illinois incorporara principios
de justicia ambiental.

Voces no solo responde a
problemas; están trabajando
activamente para un futuro más
saludable. Por ejemplo, la
orientación de Voces ha sido
fundamental para el desarrollo del
Primer Marco de Políticas de
Justicia Ambiental en Cook
County, Illinois. 

Voces reconoce que para lograr
hacer cambios, es necesario incluir
a miembros de la comunidad en
los procesos de decisión.
Aplaudimos la firmeza de Voces,
guiados por la fe, en asegurar un
lugar en la mesa y mejorar la salud
pública en Cicero. 

In July 2023, nine inches of rain fell in six hours in Cicero,
Illinois, causing severe flooding in this majority Latino
community.  A few residents jumped right  in to help their
neighbors clean up from sewer  backups and assist with
applying for relief funds. It quickly became clear to the
volunteers that there was a need  for an organization dedicated
to environmental justice, and they formed Voces Fieles
Comunitarias Contra la Opresión (Faithful Community Voices
Against Oppression).

Caring for community members, including the most
vulnerable, is why Voces exists. They are committed to
uplifting residents' voices and needs and ensuring people have
access to honest information about issues.

In its two-plus years since forming, Voces has had a significant
positive impact on addressing other environmental health
threats beyond flooding. The numerous industries in the
community are a source of air and water pollution, increasing
environmental health risks for residents. To address this,
Voces has organized residents to voice concerns to agencies
and decision makers, urging for changes to ensure a better
quality of life. Voces provided valuable guidance in co-
developing Cook County, Illinois’ first Environmental Justice
Policy Framework. The largest wastewater plant in the world,
Stickney receives untreated wastewater from residential,
industrial and commercial sources as well as stormwater.
Cicero and other surrounding communities experience
adverse and disproportionate burdens due to their proximity.
Voces requested the Illinois EPA to incorporate environmental
justice into review of the pending discharge permit
application.

Voces recognizes that what makes the biggest difference is
being included in the decision-making at the community level
and beyond. We applaud their steadfastness, guided by faith,
to secure seats at the table and improve Cicero’s public health. 

ILLINOIS
Voces Fieles Comunitarias Contra la OpresiónVoces Fieles Comunitarias Contra la Opresión
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https://mwrd.org/locations/stickney-water-reclamation-plant#:~:text=The%20Stickney%20WRP%20is%20one,other%20communities%20within%20a%20260%2Dsquare%2Dmile%2Darea
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https://www.cookcountyil.gov/environmentaljustice
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Coalition on Lead Emergency (COLE)Coalition on Lead Emergency (COLE)
WISCONSIN

The Coalition on Lead Emergency (COLE) is a collective of roughly 30 nonprofits, environmentalists,
educators, doctors, community members, and activists working to stop lead poisoning in Milwaukee. They
team up with families, faith leaders, local groups, and health systems to make the city safer from lead.

Lead poisoning is a big danger to kids’ growth, especially since it often shows no early symptoms. In
Milwaukee, about 3 out of every 10 children living in older housing have lead poisoning. COLE stresses the
need for early and regular testing. By law, children in Milwaukee and Racine, WI must be tested for lead three
times before age three and yearly until age five if they’re at risk.

One of COLE's major successes is speeding up the replacement of lead pipes, now set to finish by 2037. This,
along with more community testing since 2019, are big steps toward protecting kids' health.

COLE’s projects like the "Healthy Homes Program" and "Cooking with COLE" focus on the medical and food
aspects of lead exposure. They aim to lower lead levels and fight food insecurity in at-risk neighborhoods.
However, challenges like poor housing upkeep and the need for more testing remain. COLE also focuses on
job training, helping residents from affected areas get involved in lead removal work. 

Northwatch, based in Northeastern Ontario, is being
recognized as a Freshwater Hero for its work to protect Lake
Huron and other waters from nuclear and radioactive waste
storage and transportation.

Northwatch makes this complex topic accessible to their
supporters and community members, and First Nations. By
utilizing innovative communication methods to educate on the
dangers and solutions, and step by step guidance on how to
submit comments, they are securing engagement that truly
makes a difference. 

Northwatch is a critical voice in the 2026 review of Canada’s
Nuclear Waste Management Organization's proposed “Deep
Geological Repository” project, urging public and Indigenous
participation to speak up for protecting the health of Lake
Huron. Since 1988, Northwatch has advocated for
environmental protection and supported public participation
in environmental and social decision-making. Thank you
Northwatch, for being a constant protector of Ontario’s water
resources and communities for almost forty years!

NorthwatchNorthwatch
NORTHEASTERN
ONTARIO
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By holding the government accountable and engaging the
community, COLE is determined to ensure a safe, healthy
future for all of Milwaukee's children. We applaud all the
work and successes achieved by COLE to date.

ADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTIONADVOCATES TURN PASSION INTO WATER PROTECTION



Michigan Against Atomic WasteMichigan Against Atomic Waste

Michigan Against Atomic Waste formed in August
2024 after news reports that Manhattan Project–era
radioactive waste was being transported from New
York State and placed in a landfill in Van Buren
Township, Michigan, near Belleville. Concerned
about public health and potential water
contamination, Michigan Against Atomic Waste
organized public meetings, engaged experts, and
raised concerns with the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy. In response
to widespread opposition–organized by Michigan
Against Atomic Waste–Wayne County, Belleville,
and surrounding communities filed a lawsuit. Their
advocacy led to a preliminary injunction and halted
the disposal of specific types of radioactive waste.

Separately, Michigan Against Atomic Waste is taking
additional steps to appeal the hazardous waste
landfill operating license which allows for a
significant expansion, including disposal of
radioactive waste. We applaud all of Michigan
Against Atomic Waste leaders and members for their
willingness to get involved in a complicated issue and
for their commitment to protect drinking water and
surface water in their community.

MICHIGAN

Freshwater Future is pleased to welcome Vel Scott as a new board
member. Vel is committed to improving public health in her community.
Vel is passionate about teaching her community in Cleveland’s Fairfax
neighborhood healthy cooking and nutrition. In 2008, recognizing the
need for access to high-quality, local produce, she created a community-
based urban farm, Vel’s Purple Oasis. Over the years, the farm has
blossomed into a hub for education, collaboration, and empowerment. An
impactful educator, Vel teaches how to prepare healthy meals from foods
not only from the garden, but from local food banks. Vel’s passion is
magnetic, attracting community members who volunteer at the Oasis to
help grow healthful food and be a part of an effort to create a healthier
community in the heart of the city. Additionally, Vel’s previous experience
includes court reporting and managing businesses. Through her work to
improve community health, Vel values safe and accessible water for
everyone.

WELCOME! WELCOME! 
Vel Scott, Board Member
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THANK YOU to 
All of Our Donors
THANK YOU to 
All of Our Donors

April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026

FOUNDATIONS
Brilliant Earth Foundation
The Brookby Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family
Foundation
Joyce Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Park Foundation
Patagonia
Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community
Foundation
Kresge Foundation

FUNDERS CIRCLE ($1,000 OR MORE)
Anonymous
Elaine Burke
Kristina Clark & John Kemmerer
Carolyn Deacy
Sharon Dommermuth
Ferry-Smith Family Trust
William A. Fisher, II Family Foundation
William Fritz Jr. & Kathleen French
Molly Frounfelter & Jeremy Michalek
Glory-June Greiff
Connie Greiser
Hadestown Production
Murray Kilgour
Longfield Family Charitable Foundation
Meg Morrison & Gerald Morrison
Al & Mary Polk
Karen Reinbold
Ellen Simon

MONTHLY DONOR CIRCLE
Stephanie Altrock
Ann Baughman
Laurie Breighner
Leslie Burk
Adam Fancher
Maggie Fritz
Reginald Gilbert
James Gracy
Kwame Hampton
Joseph Heininger
Nancy Hellman & Glenn Hindbaugh
Patricia Hung
Kelvin & Julie Kohlhaas
Kathleen Mullins
Lisa G. Ross
Jill Ryan

FRIENDS OF THE LAKES ($500 - $999)
Joanne Arbaugh
Nelson Armour & Kathy Weaver
Bart Bella
Nancy Belton
Jean Bertelsen
Jane & Douglas Conroe
Margaret Deacy 
Michelle Hoexum
Tom & Melissa Keller
River Collective Co.
Richard & Jean Marie Shoquist
Randy Smith

SPONSOR ($250 - $499)
Michael & Holly Angileri
Jeffrey Benson
Andrew & Emily Bonfiglio
Robert D. Elliott & Deborah A.
   Fritz Elliott
Krista Grimm
Tom & Bette Irwin
Peter Leschak
Steven & Barbara Lippai
Nick Longo
Gail McCarthy
Elizabeth McCloskey
Greg & Karen Ogrinc
Adam Parker & Tamar Rubin
Sally & Larry Wagle
Kristen Wegner Guilfoyle
Kathryn Wegner

SUPPORTER ($100 - $249)
Cindy Ackerman
Gretchen & Jim Allen
Todd Ambs
Ron & Johanna Balzer
Deborah & Michael Baughman, Jr.
Patrick Beach
Sharon Behar
Juliet Bellin Warren
David & Roberta Berns
Mike & Kathy Bierlein
Robin Bonfligio
Sandra Brogan
Steven & Jean Carter
Dawn & John Casper
Audrey Clarke
Carol Coursey
Jill Crafton
Judy Cremean
Fionnella Crombie
Mark Curcio
Dr. Melvin & Mary Ann
   Czechowski

Carole & Clifford Dahl
Susan Del Beccaro
Suzanne Dixon
Elizabeth Doyle
Bert Ebbers & Katie Parker 
Carolyn Elbrecht
Christopher Ford & Alli Hill
John Frana
Joan Fritz
Susan & Chris Gateley
Amy J. Gillard
Margot Greer
Bruce & Cynthia Haffey
Kristin Hagberg
Rachel Havrelock
Peter Hess
Billie & Bill Hickey
Elizabeth J. Hohman
David Hubbard
Bill Hughes
Nan Hunt
Pat Johnston
Linda & Verne Kenney
Kimberly Kihnke
Renee Kivikko
Kimberly Kriks
Norene Kriks
Martha Lancaster & Doug Fuller
William & Diane LaVigne
John Leon
Joanne Linder
Dave Mayberry
Donna McDuffie
Eeva & Bob Miller
Katharine Miller
Barbara Minbiole
Conor Moe
Philip Moots
Pam Nyberg
Catherine Parent
Kris & Carla Pillai
Sharon Roeseler
Darlene Scherer
Tracey Shafroth
Benjamin Simon
Jill Singer
Kenyon Stebbins & Susan
 Lyman
Susan & Michael Stinson
Peggy Swenor
Margaret & Ronald Talboys
Three J Electric
David Ullrich
John Vanco
Dr. Elsa Verderber
Ruth Wahl
Edward Warner
Lee D. Willbanks
Scott Zeunik
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THANK YOU to 
All of Our Donors
THANK YOU to 
All of Our Donors

April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026April 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026

Member ($50 - $99)
Elizabeth Allen
LaTanya Bell
Melissa Bencomo
Elizabeth Bishop
Michael Broadway
Ashley Chambers
Gene & Carla Champagne
Perpetua & Steven Crawford
Jeff Czajka
Vicki Deisner
Cynthia Donahey & Art
 Schoolmaster
Dianna Dusek
Miles & Amy Epstein
Hildy Feen
Dorothy Felger
Harold Ferguson
Kim Firth
Dave Foerster
Rosemary Fox
Jane Foy
Bruce Fraley
Elizabeth Garfield
Donnell Geib
Kristen & Peter Haitaian
Natalie Handley
Kathryn Hanratty
Linda Hardie
William & Betty Henne
Andria Hernandez
Gene & Carolyn Hodulik
Lisa Itzkowitz
T.  Jones
Loretta Knight
Erma Leaphart
Robert & Amanda Letscher
Lori Lind
Claire Malcolmson
Emily Mall
Nancy Malvick
Jeanne Marriott
Karen Maxwell
Cindy Mazurek
Martin & Sharon McGladdery
Kristy & Chase Meyer
Julie Moller
Kathryn Mondrella
Bethann Morgan
Alysa Morley
Donald Munski
Nan & George Myers
Julie & Ron Napoleon
Garrett Nix
Kellie & David Novak
MaryKay O’Donnell
Carol O’Neill
Bruce Opalka

Karen & Keith Phelps
Sally Pierson
Linda Poirier
Kristen Reilly
Ariel Ryan
Patricia Safavi
Corinne Segal
Charles Slack
Alexis Smith
Erika Strauss
Joan Sturtevant
William Tennant
Dr. Michael Thompson
Daniel Thurman
Daniel VanMeurs
Carole Vial
Andrea & Jerry Vigue
Natalija Vojno
Wei Wang
David Watt
Jaclyn Wegner
Mary Wylie
Robert & Joanne Zayko

Contributor ($1-$49)
Edith Allen
Karen Al-saadi
Sarah Aman
Tom & Altha Arden
Ron Bacon
Emily Beaufort
Jane Benson
Jamie Bishop
William Bowen
Jillian Bowler
Allison Bradley
Peter Breighner
Nancy Burk
Robert E. Butcher
Maia Caddle
Jessica Canjar
Deborah Chubb
Andrea Coscarelly
James Cumming
Kira Davis & Davis Family
Denise DiBiase
Heather Driscoll
Kathryn Eckel
Keegan Ensing
Peter Gagnon
Dr. Al Gedicks
Mark M. Giese
Anuj Girdhar
James & Jean Goulet
Annalise Hammerlund
Sharon & Robert Handelsman
Donald Hawes
Melissa Heatherman

Jordan Henderson
Pamela Holiingsworth
Carl Holsinger
Alana Honaker
Linda Jacobs
Todd Jaeger
Shirley Jiang
Estela Alejandra &
   Jimenez Marvan
Robert Johnston
Jacob F. Keller
Jill & Russ Kelley
Sarina Klein
Bruce & Mary Klosner
Paulette Krom
Adam Lafave
Ryan Lau
Sandra Lehner
Angela Mausolf
Jane McCleary
James McGookey
Gord McNulty
Brad Mosher
Kathleen Murray
Stephanie Nahas
Samuel Nastase
Braden Nauman
William Neal
Rebecca Norlien
Maggie Olson
Kyle Peter
Louise Quigley
Robert Rappold
Amber Ray
Sona Rejebian
Peggy Rinehart
Makari Rising
James Rucker
Paula Rusterholz
Jill Sahagian
James Sanchez
Cynthia Seppa
Debra Shankland
Michelle Sikora
Jack Slanina
Alison Stankrauff
Debby Storms
Edward Strzelinski
Bob Stuber
Mary Swenson
Sandra Thiele
Madeline Thompson
John Vander Ploeg
Jessica Westerkamp
Julie Yakunich

HONORARIUMS

In Honor of Clarence Heininger
Joseph Heininger

In Honor of Theresa Klosner
Bruce R. Klosner

In Honor of Jamie Bishop
Bethann Morgan

In Honor of Alysa's father who
lives near Lake Michigan - for
Father's Day

Alysa Morley

MEMORIALS

In Memory of Ruth O'Gawa
Sharon Dommermuth 

In Memory of Patti Piccione
Frounfelter

Molly Frounfelter

In Memory of Ruth Clausen
Peggy Rinehart 
Ellen Simon
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In-kind Donations
Zurn-Elkay Water Solutions

VOLUNTEERS
Sue Baker
Jennifer Bentley
Sue Emler
Diane Rekowski
Nancy Staley
Peggy Swenor
Sandra Thompson



DISCLAIMER: Freshwater Voices is
intended to provide a forum for the
free exchange of ideas among
citizens and organizations working
to protect water resources in the
Great Lakes Basin. Interpretations
and conclusions presented in this
newsletter represent the opinions of
the individual authors. They in no
way represent the views of
Freshwater Future, funders,
members, donors, Freshwater
Future Canada or any organization
mentioned in this publication.

STAFF

ALANA HONAKER
  Policy Associate
  alana@freshwaterfuture.org
ANN BAUGHMAN
  Associate Director
  ann@freshwaterfuture.org
HILLARD HAMPTON
Associate Director for Urban 
  Partnerships 
  hillard@freshwaterfuture.org
JILL RYAN
  Executive Director
  jill@freshwaterfuture.org
KRISTEN HAITAIAN
   Policy Director
  kristen@freshwaterfuture.org
KWAMÉ HAMPTON
   Community Program Coordinator
   kwame@freshwaterfuture.org
LAURIE BREIGHNER
  Grants and Administrative
     Specialist
  laurie@freshwaterfuture.org
LISA ROSS
 Database Manager
 lisa@freshwaterfuture.org
STEPHANIE ALTROCK
  Accounting Director 
  stephanie@freshwaterfuture.org

FRESHWATER FUTURE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PAM NYBERG
JACLYN WEGNER
MAGGIE FRITZ
BETTINA MARSHALL
VEL SCOTT
RANDY SMITH

FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KELSEY SCARFONE
NANCY GOUCHER
LEAH SILVERMAN

Freshwater Voices is a joint
production of Freshwater Future,
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization
and Freshwater Future Canada, a
registered Canadian charity.

Between the Waters
Blanchard River Watershed Partership
Blue Fish Canada / Poisson Bleu Canada
Brampton Environmental Alliance
Bridges//Puentes Justice Collective of the
Southeast
Butte des Morts Conservation Club
Chautauqua-Conewango Consortium
Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior
Coalition on Lead Emergency (COLE)
Coalition to SAVE the Menominee River
Completely Community Coalition
Concerned Citizens of Big Bay
Door County Environmental Council, Inc
Elk Skegemog Lakes Association
Friends of the Detroit River
Gary Advocates for Responsible Development
(GARD)
Genesee RiverWatch
Great Lakes Great Responsibility
Great Lakes Sports Fishermens Club 
   Ozaukee Chapter
Great Lakes Water Protector Network
Grosse Ile Nature & Land Conservancy
Keep Water Affordable
Kingston Field Naturalists
Lake Erie Advocates
Lake Erie Waterkeeper Inc.
Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy
Michigan Against Atomic Waste
Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition
Morton Township Tri-Lakes Association
Native American Educational Technologies
(NAET)
New Image Life Skills Academy
North End Woodward Community Coalition

Northeast Ohio Black Health Coalition
Northwatch
Oscoda Citizens for Clean Water/Need Our
Water
Otisco Lake Preservation Association
Ontario Headwaters Institute 
Pennsylvania Lake Erie Watershed
Association
Pilsen Environmental Rights and Reform
  Organization (PERRO)
Pointes Protection Association
Possible Planet
Protect the Porkies
Reform Gravel Mining Coalition
Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition
Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance
Save Lake Superior Association
Save Our Water (S.O.H2O)
Springfield Township Environmental
Protectors
St. Louis River Alliance
Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Swan Lake Water Quality Association
Swedetown Trails Club
Talking Rivers
Walloon Lake Association and Conservancy
Water Insecurity Correction Coalition
WaterLegacy
Waukesha County Green Team
Wellington Water Watchers
West Grand Boulevard Collaborative
White River Watershed Partnership
Williams County Alliance
Wood St. Collective
Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

APRIL 1, 2025-MARCH 31, 2026

CORPORATE 
PARTNERS

Organizational MembersOrganizational Members
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Protecting water is hard work. Learn and practice
proven methods that reduce stress and help you
re-energize. Our facilitator, Jonathan Relucio, is a
skilled practitioner of trauma-informed
mindfulness, yoga, and meditation with over 20
years of experience advocating for social justice. 

Pre-registration required

Scan the QR code to register or visit freshwaterfuture.org/water-watchers-wellness

JOIN US!

Monthly Virtual Wellness Sessions

JOIN US!

Monthly Virtual Wellness Sessions

These monthly sessions are FREE and all
are welcome!

Community Support Protects Our Waters
A heartfelt thank you to Northern Michigan’s Grain Train Natural Foods Market community for their
inspiring generosity, raising $2,577.64 for Freshwater Future through January’s Cents of Community
program! 

Your collective generosity at the register is truly inspiring and creates a lasting impact on the
health of our waters.
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STAY INFORMED!STAY INFORMED!

PO Box 2479
Petoskey, MI 49770

FRESHWATER FUTURE
PO Box 2479
Petoskey, MI 49770
Phone: (231) 348-8200
freshwaterfuture.org

FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA
PO Box 1442-STN Main
Guelph, ON N1H 6N9
freshwaterfuturecanada.ca

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

@freshwaterfuture

Freshwater Future

Freshwater Future

Want to stay connected to what’s happening around the
Great Lakes? Sign up for Freshwater Future’s email updates
to get the latest on our work, water issues, action alerts, and
community news. We strive to keep you informed without
cluttering your inbox. You’ll receive:

The Weekly Update with news and happenings from
across the Great Lakes region

Occasional emails on topics to help you take action, alert
you to events, update you on our work and provide
opportunities for funding and support.

STAY INFORMED. STAY CONNECTED. TAKE ACTION.

SUBSCRIBE TO WEEKLY EMAILS & 
GREAT LAKES REGION NEWS


