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1794 - Canandaigua Treaty, (Pickering, 
Calico) after Revolutionary War between 
Grand Council and President George 
Washington

Canandaigua Treaty dated November 11, 
1794: “Now, the United States acknowledge 
all the land within the aforementioned 
boundaries to be the property of the Seneca 
Nation; and any of the Six Nations, or of their 
Indian friends residing thereon and united 
with them, in the free use and enjoyment 
thereof: but it shall remain theirs, until they 
choose to sell the same to the people of the 
United States, who have the right to 
purchase.”.

Covenant Belt
1794 Treaty of 
Canandaigua

Polishing the Great Chain



Treaty of Big 
Tree

1797 – US and Seneca Nation, Treaty of Big 
Tree meaning tree-prone-big" or "great tree, 
lying down. The trunk of the tree had been 
measured as having a circumference of 26 
feet and 9 inches, Wadsworth Oak.  This 
treaty relinquished nearly all traditional 
homelands assigning them to small tracts of 
land. In comes the Holland Land Company 
purchases.  3.5Million Acres ceded.  Monies 
not paid to tribe rather it was invested 
in the Bank of the US, and to be paid out to 
the Senecas in annual earnings of up to six 
percent, or $6,000 a year.



Seneca Nation



Seneca Nation 
Watershed Resources Working Group

Primary objective of the Watershed Resources Working 
Group (WRWG) is to tackle large scale environmental 

problems affecting the nation as a whole and promote the 
health, safety, and well-being of the Seneca Nation, its 

people and all residents of the Seneca Nation Territories. 
Participant Seneca Nation Department
Shane Titus Fish & Wildlife

Lawrence W. Becelia Fish & Wildlife
Shannon Seneca SNHS Environmental Health

Lisa Maybee Environmental Protection Dept
Gerri Jimerson Planning - GIS Division
Deleen White Environmental Protection Dept

Clifford Redeye, III Environmental Protection Dept
Rosalind Ground SNHS Environmental Health

Jason Corwin Media & Communications
Mackenzie Hoag Environmental Protection Dept

Elissa Parker SNHS Environmental Health



USACE Section 
1135 Ecosystem 
Restoration 
Continuing 
Authorities 
Program

Sect 1135 Feasibility Study

Scope out implementable, 
cost-effective alternatives to 
address:

Øharmful algal blooms (HABs)

Øinvasive species

Øshoreline erosion

Ødegraded fish habitat 

Further document the problems, 
causes, effects, and costs to 
treat the causes.



US Army 
Corp of 
Engineers - 
Kinzua Dam

Prior to the construction of the Kinzua 
Dam, Ohi:yo’ was a free-flowing river. 

In 1966, the Kinzua Dam became 
operational and is utilized for 
downstream flood protection while 
reducing pollution and improving the 
quality and quantity of water for 
domestic, industrial and recreation 
downstream use. USACE took 1/3 of 
Seneca Allegany Territory!

The construction and operation of the 
Kinzua Dam has greatly contributed 
to the degradation of the quality of 
the environment upstream.



REAL REASON FOR KINZUA
 The power plant, rated at 451 MW, was 
built by the Pennsylvania Electric 
Company and Cleveland Electric 
Illuminating Company. It began 
commercial operation in 1970. Through 
business mergers and acquisitions, the 
plant became owned by FirstEnergy, an 
operator of several base load (nuclear and 
coal-fired) power plants. Seneca was 
among 11 hydroelectric power stations that 
FirstEnergy agreed in 2013 to sell to LS 
Power of New York City



Free-flowing river and a lake
Extremely dynamic system with heavy nutrient load



Jump into 
action!

https://publicherald.
org/seneca-nation-r
allies-defend-river-fr
acking-wastewater/

https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=t81
FdLV3VyQ&list=PL
E4sNymUoNBTtIZA
0B6GVLx7lhMpxI6u
J&t=9s
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Seneca Nation
Defend Ohi:yo'
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dSKOGxd3sQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dSKOGxd3sQ


Communities unite!
Friends of the Allegheny & Defend Ohi:yo’



Continued fight!

Shannon Seneca, a sanitarian with Seneca Nation Health Services 
and its director of environmental health, said the county Health 
Department should have been notified of the project to determine if 
officials there wanted to express concerns.

Seneca noted that the Epiphany Allegheny treatment plant’s discharge 
would not be required to meet drinking-water standards. She said 
while removing 90 percent to 95 percent of the radionuclides, the plant 
will discharge a small amount of radium.

Two of the company’s other fracking waste treatment plants failed, she 
said. A study showed radioactive sediment was found 25 miles 
downstream from the plant, Seneca said.

She suggested the fracking waste could be treated onsite and reused 
instead of dumping in into the headwaters of the Allegheny.

https://www.bradfordera.com/news/seneca-nation-treasurer-thanks-county-lawmakers-for-support-in-opposing-frack-water-treatment-plant/arti
cle_9e757360-27fc-11e8-af81-570b224d573d.html



Comments, questions, concerns…….REAL SCIENCE



Protection of 
the watershed

Since oil and gas extraction waste is not 
discharged in many states, water quality 
and human health issues associated with 
discharges under NPDES permits have 
not been extensively examined. 

Ø The discharge of shale gas 
wastewater from POTWs or CWTs has 
the potential to result in a discharge of 
radioactive contaminants. 

Ø When the 40 CFR Part 437 effluent 
limitations guidelines were developed, 
EPA found that CWTs were not 
designed to remove radionuclides.

 



Responsibility 
as outlined in 
The Great Law 
of Peace

Defend Ohi:yo' Victory!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipW0xuPRFrw



Shoreline erosion & Bluegreen algae 



Turtle Island
� Inclusion of 

Indigenous Nations 
from outstep and 
every point along 
the way

� Respect of Tribal 
Sovereignty

� Self-governance & 
data sovereignty



Treaty of Canandaigua, 1794 
 https://americanindian.si.edu/nationtonation/
treaty-of-canandaigua.html

 https://history.nycourts.gov/navigating-sovere
ignty-unraveling-treaty-canandaigua-impact-o
n-haudenosaunee-us-relations/

 https://www.onondaganation.org/governmen
t/the-canandaigua-treaty-of-1794/

 https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12013254?obj
ectPanel=transcription

 The Canandaigua Treaty is a treaty between 
the United States of America and the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy - Seneca, 
Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, Mohawk and 
Tuscarora. It was signed in Canandaigua, New 
York on November 11, 1794 by sachems 
representing the Grand Council of the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy and by 
Colonel Timothy Pickering who was the official 
agent of President George Washington. This 
treaty is sometimes called the "Pickering 
Treaty."
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Assimilation as 
Policy, 
Termination & 
Relocation

1802 – President Thomas Jefferson asks Congress to prohibit the sale of “spirituous liquors” to 
Indians. That same year, he wrote to Handsome Lake, Seneca, to applaud him for preaching 
abstinence.  The law stood until 1953.
War of 1812 – President James Madison signed a declaration of war against Britain. For Natives 
seeing their homelands usurped by soldiers and settlers, they thought joining the British was their 
best chance for outside military help by taking Fort Detroit.  Tecumseh died fighting along side the 
British in the Battle of Thames, 1813.
1814 - The signing of the Treaty of Ghent, December 24, 1814, the Americans and British agreed to 
return to the prewar status quo. In doing so, the British abandoned their Native allies. 
1817-25 – Erie Canal progresses.
1819 – US Congress appropriates $10,000 Civilization Fund; President James Monroe writes to 
Senecas, to scatter themselves into individual homesteads like their white neighbors, divide up the 
LAND, separate by fences and farm.  Ultimately opening to white settlers; Ogden Land Company.  
Senecas have become vulnerable to changing landscape, US economics and politics.
1823 – Presbyterian Congregation Cattaraugus.
1832-51 – Erie Railroad is constructed through Seneca Country; Allegany territory becomes a major 
hub.
1830 – Andrew Jackson; remove Native Americans from East of the Mississippi to lands west in 
Indian Territory.  Cherokee Trail of Tears lost 8,000 on that trek west. The thought, “tribes and 
nations must perish and live only as men”.
1836 – (2nd) Buffalo Creek Treaty, It covered land sales of tribal reservations under the U.S. Indian 
Removal program, by which they planned to move most eastern tribes to Kansas Territory west of 
the Mississippi River. Rejected and replace with 1842.
1842 – (3rd Revision) Treaty with the Seneca of 1842 signed by the U.S. and the Seneca Nation 
modified the second revision. This reflected that the Ogden Land Company had purchased only two 
of the four Seneca reservations, the Buffalo Creek and Tonawanda reservations, that the Senecas 
had agreed to sell in the Second Treaty; it thus restored possession to the Allegany, Cattaraugus and 
Oil Springs reservations. Senecas reduced to a tiny fraction of the original four million acres it once 
lived, recognized in this treaty.



FEDERAL INDIAN POLICY - Seneca Lands and Eminent Domain
1936 project initialized, flood control project, Eisenhower begins project,  Congress authorized Army 
Corps of Engineers (ACE); eminent domain. 

1957 – US ruled that ACE could build dam going against the 1794 Canandaigua Treaty.  Alternative 
Morgan Plan offered, rejected by Army Corps.

1966 - John F. Kennedy;  Kinzua Dam – 10,000 acres of land taken from the Seneca Nation, flooded 
dubbed flood control  and water quality project, Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh.  The US 
government violated the 1974 Treaty through condemnation of lands and eminent domain policy on 
Indian lands.

Some 700 Seneca lost their homes in the communities of Coldspring, Quaker Bridge, Shongo, 
Onoville, Red House, Cornplanter, Sunfish, Bay State, Old Town and Bone Run. One-third, or 10,000 
acres, of prime Seneca territory was lost.  

Johnny Cash fights for Senecas, “As long as the Grass Shall Grow”.  We adopted him to the turtle clan 
during this era.

The “take area” and watching our homes burn.  700 lost their homes by burning to create the “Lake 
of Betrayal”.  Many Senecas just stopped; stopped speaking the language, stopped practicing their 
customs and traditions, stopped traditional teachings turning to Western ideology.  That day in 1966, 
the federal government meant to drown the Senecas.  Many elders died of broken hearts.

THE CONTEMPORARY LOSS OF SENECA NATION LANDS IN 
PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW YORK (THE CORNPLANTER TRACT) DUE TO 
CONDEMNATION FOR FEDERAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE KINZUA DAM IN 
THE EARLY 1960S. PL 88-533 PASSED 8/31/64. PRESIDENT LYDON 
JOHNSON.


