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This issue highlights
groups Freshwater Future
works with to create

an impact in the Great
Lakes. From improving
rules and regulation to
removing invasive spices
to reacting quickly and
persistently to threats,
we all help create positive
change for the health of
our Great Lakes.
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Freshwater Future Staff and Board

months. Over 400 of you provided input to that process by completing an interview or survey—thank
you, your ideas are so important to us! Our board and staff recently utilized a weekend retreat to
spend time discussing how we can incorporate your thoughts and ideas into our new plan.

3 s you may know, Freshwater Future has been engaged in a strategic planning process over the past few

While we still have some work to do to finish the plan, we want to give you an update and an exclusive preview
here. One message that came through loud and clear from your comments is that the three existing areas of
focus for our work are all important to you, reinforcing our role in the Great Lakes. However, we also heard
that we don’t always do the best job of explaining those three work areas and the impacts that result from
them. As a result, we developed a new impact model that explains how our different areas of work are not
silos, but rather complement each other and provide synergies among the areas.

This is where the preview comes in. And, we want
you to tell us what you think—we would love to
hear whether you think this is a good way to ex-
plain our work, better ideas that you may have for
explaining it, or tweaks to make it better. Just e-mail
us at info@freshwaterfuture.org.
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Freshwater Future helps create and strengthen com- /

munity action on water issues through our grants

. |\ Accountability “" Solutions
programs. Through these grants community groups \

work on local issues impacting their water. We often
learn of emerging issues that impact more than one
community through these action projects.
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Q@ . New Open Pit Sulfide Mine
O Threatens Michigan'’s
Menominee River

O
The Aquila project proposes to open a massive open pit sulfide mine on the bank

of the Menominee River in Michigan’s upper peninsula. Toxic metals in acid mine

drainage from this form of mining have polluted waters everywhere that sulfide-ore
mining has been done in wet environments, like in Michigan and around the Great Lakes
region.

When the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality recently release the Aquila per-
mit application for a 30-day public comment period, we were shocked to learn that the
application was over 37,500 pages! Such an enormous application and short window to
engage in the public comment period made it impossible for community members and
groups to meaningfully participate. This is where Freshwater Future stepped in to help.

Pembine Falls on the Menominee R:ver, which foms the Freshwater Future provided funding to a local group, Save the Wild UP, to contract with an
Wisconsin-Michigan border. expert to conduct a technical review of the application. Freshwater Future worked with Save

the Wild UP to ensure other groups and community members who care about these issues
in the UP had access to the technical review for their outreach and comments. Without this review, informed comments by community based
groups and community members would likely not have been possible due to the size of the application.

Freshwater Future is committed to helping community based group like Save the Wild UP when issues such as these emerge.

Planning for Our Freshwater Future continued from page 1

Based on what we learn from local efforts, we then can provide tactical responses to community needs utilizing our coaching and training services.
Building campaign strategies, growing organizational abilities and strengthening leaders ensures that community groups can thrive and their
projects can succeed. As we partner with local communities and help to build organizations and projects, we are also able to synthesize common
concerns that impact multiple groups’ abilities to succeed.

These common concerns can then be addressed through strategic policy, thereby eliminating the need for multiple communities to work on
the same issue. Once policy solutions are in place, they of course have to be enforced and there has to be accountability for that enforcement.
This brings us full circle back to communities who now have the policy solution they need and are present and passionate in their communities
to ensure follow-through.

In addition to the impact model, we are busy drafting the new strategic plan, which we will share with you in the coming months. We appreciate
all of your input that will make this plan and our work stronger and more sustainable, and we look forward to continuing to partner with
your important efforts!
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Frlends of the Detroit River Grow Small
Grants to Big Impacts: Improving Belle Isle

at happens when you give two passionate, dedicated water enthusiasts almost a half million dollars? In the case of Friends of the
Detroit River (FDR)—they used it to knock out acres of invasive species and educate millions of people, all while creating green jobs
for local youth on Belle Isle in the Detroit River.

Belle Isle is Detroit’s most popular open space for recreation, but it’s rich diversity of plants and wildlife is being threatened by aquatic invasive
species like Phragmites and purple loosestrife.

In 2013, Freshwater Future helped FDR with a small grant from the Healing Our Waters grantmaking program to help them gain the capacity
to submit applications for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding.

FDR succeeded in securing a large grant from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, aimed at completing a comprehensive aquatic invasive
species control and outreach program on Belle Island that hosts over 10 million visitors every year.

Knowing that many hands make light work, FDR reached out to a broad range of partners.

From local community groups and tourism providers, to government and academic partners, over a dozen groups worked together to treat
over 50 acres of invasive species, to design and implement a sophisticated, wide-reaching education and engagement program, and to create
“green” summer employment opportunities for local youth.

Freshwater Future was thrilled to help such a passionate and dedicated group; we value our role in supporting and building the capacity of
grassroots groups like FDR. In the words of Tricia Blicharski, “Without the support of Freshwater Future in thinking through the project and
the application, this work never would have happened.”
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§0“0%% Keeping Flint Front and Center

8 ou've likely heard of the extreme levels of lead in Flint, Michigan water on the news. But did you know the prob-
wé) lem has STILL not been resolved? While residents have now been told they can safely drink their water with the

use of filters, which is a start, funding to replace or repair the infrastructure that is the source of the problem has
been held up in both the Michigan legislature and Congress.

Why Flint is Different

We are now hearing that many communities have lead in their water, which is true, and this common problem due to aging infrastructure
needs to be addressed in cities across the country. However, the reason the problem with Flint's water is so severe is not simply due to old
pipes. It was made much worse when a river source was utilized and the water was not properly treated with anti-corrosive agents, due to the
fact that river water is more acidic than the lake water that had previously been the source.

Oouma-‘@

Ongoing Trouble

Because the lead levels were so high and lasted so long, thousands of children were exposed to this highly toxic substance at a time in their
development when they are more susceptible to its health impacts. This means these kids will need to receive special educational and health
supports now and in the future.

Help is Needed Now

The children and adults in Flint who were exposed to this water need help now. The aging infrastructure that was damaged by corrosion must
be addressed, the health and educational needs must be addressed, and the city and its residents must be allowed to move on. By not funding the
critical assistance needed in Flint, decision-makers are not only risking health, education and further property damage, but they are holding
Flint in this pattern of waiting for solutions. This is unacceptable.

Citizens in Michigan, with Freshwater Future’s help, have already sent nearly 1,400 letters to Michigan legislators asking them to move the
funding bill forward. We will continue to monitor these opportunities for you to weigh in and tell our elected officials that the health, education
and property impacts to Flint are important to us all and must be addressed quickly.

Citizens in Michigan,
with Freshwater
Future’s help, have
already sent nearly
1,400 letters to
Michigan legislators
asking them to
move the funding
bill forward.
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or withdrawals that could harm our waters. It's called the Great Lakes Compact. Together with groups and community members

O ne of the most significant victories for the Great Lakes came in 2008 with a new agreement that included protections from diversions

from around the region, we succeeded in getting all eight Great Lakes States and the two Canadian provinces to pledge to protect the
world’s largest supply of surface freshwater—the Great Lakes.

The hallmark of these protections is a ban on diversions of water outside of the Great Lakes watershed. However, there is one exception to
this ban on diversion. That exception is for communities that are within a county that is part way in, but not all the way in, the Great Lakes

watershed. Along with this limited exception is the requirement that the water be returned to the Great Lakes watershed after it is used.

The Compact faced its first real test from such
a town in Wisconsin called Waukesha. This
community asked for diversions because its
groundwater is contaminated with radium.
However, Freshwater Future along with
groups around the region didn't find that the
original request met the strict requirements
of the Compact. Together with these groups
we asked that the application be denied and
helped 11,000 citizens voice their concerns to
the Great Lakes Governors and Premiers.

There is good news and bad news. The bad
news is that on June 21st, the Great Lakes Gov-
ernors voted to grant their request to divert 8.2
million gallons of Lake Michigan water per
day. The good news is that the provinces and
states took their role seriously, thanks in part
to the many people who voiced their con-
cerns, and worked hard to ensure additional
conditions were placed on the approval of
the application—most importantly that all
water taken must be put back. With recent
drinking water crises in Flint, Michigan and
Toledo, Ohio, people are increasingly recog-
nizing how fragile a resource clean water is.
Freshwater Future continues to work hard to
ensure that the intent of the Great Lakes Com-
pact is followed along with other measures
that protect 20 percent of the world’s surface
freshwater.
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CHRISTINA CARSOH!

Great Lakes Network Grant Program

re you working collaboratively with other groups to develop, implement or alter policies in the
Great Lakes Region? Email Nancy (nancy@freshwaterfuture.org) to find out if your project qualifies
for up to $5,000 in financial support from Freshwater Future.

Freshwater Voices is a joint production of
Freshwater Future, a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit
organization and Freshwater Future Cana-
da, a registered Canadian charity.

ANN BAUGHMAN
Associate Director for Development
ann@freshwaterfuture.org . i

APRIL WEPPLER g #
Program Manager, Canada - & i{éﬁ_ Fred A. and Barbara M.
april@freshwaterfuture.org =3 =T E b F ]_]. F d .
BONNIE DANNI 577 R\; rb Family Foundation
Fiscal Specialist “ {’{ S
bonnie@freshwaterfuture.org "
CHERYL !(ALLIQ i
el AR Great Lakes Network Grants are supported by the
LA Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation

jill@freshwaterfuture.org
TONY MASS
min %?f?e:’sf\u?tigni‘iiu re.org O 1/
Y 1
Congratulations to Freshwater Future’s
nancy@f;eshwaterfuture.org o o o o
BECCA TURNER 2016 Spring Project Grant Recipients:
Program Associate
becca@freshwaterfuture.org
JESSICA WAGAR
Data and Technology Specialist M Save the River (Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper), $1500
jessica@freshwaterfuture.org
Clayton, NY

MAIN OFFICE: (231) 348-8200 \ ;
The stroke of two pens begins restoration of 64,000 acres of wetlands

, M Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes, $2500
CHRIS GRUBB, Chair

HOLLY HUGHES, Vice-Chair La Grange Park, IL
KAREN REINBOLD, Treasurer Protecting the Great Lakes Region from Fracking Impacts
AUSTIN HOLSINGER

Great Lakes Proud M Pointes Protection Association, $2500

GARY BELAN i
American Rivers Sault Ste. Marie, ON

TRACEY COOKE. Protecting an Important and Rare Lake Superior Wetland
Invasive Species Centre

e M 1zaak Walton League-Indiana Division, $3000
edd Aquarium

MELANIE WELCH West Lafayette, IN
Al Indian Dunes State Park Preservation Project

B Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association, $3500

LINDSAY TELFER, CHAIR “‘w
Canadian Freshwater Alliance neva, NY
HOLLY HUGHES, Vice-Chair Seneca Lake Watershed: Citizen Stream Monitoring
TIM MORRIS, Secretary/Treasurer
GARY BELAN M Native American Educau al Techn
American Rivers
TRACEY COOKE Hayward, WI
Invasive Species Centre 5 Addressing Mines, Swine:

DISCLAIMER: Freshwater Voices is intended to
provide a forum for the free exchange of ideas .
among citizens and organizations working Our Project Grant Program
to protect aquatic habitats in the Great Lakes

Basin. The interpretations and conclusions . is Supported by

presented in this newsletter represent’ the

opinions of the individual authors. They in no Mott Founda,tion

way represent the views of Freshwater Future,

funders, members, donors, Freshwater Future CHARLES STEWART

Canada or any organization mentioned in this

publication. MOTT FO[]NDATION Y
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FOUNDATIONS AND
CORPORATE DONORS
AmazonSmile

The Erb Family Foundation
The Great Lakes State, LLC
The Joyce Foundation
Patagonia

FUNDERS CIRCLE
(>$1000)
Jack and Tucker Harris

SUSTAINERS CIRCLE
($1000 or more through
monthly giving)

Bonnie Danni

MONTHLY GIVING
Stephanie Altrock

Ann Baughman

Gary and Lindy Buffington
Nancy Ann Hellman
Cheryl Kallio

Kelvin and Julie Kohlhaas
Jill Ryan

Pamala Stanton VanDeVeire
Becca Turner

JillWhelan

FRIEND OF THE LAKES
($500-$999)
Chris Grubb

SPONSOR ($250-$999)
Michelle Parker
Annoesjka Steinman

SUPPORTER ($100-$249)

Duane Askew

Rob and Russ Bonfiglio

Gene and Carla Champagne

Kristina Clark

Jill Crafton

Glen and Bev Dale

Thomas Donovan

Bert Ebbers and Katie
Parker Ebbers

Jim Egner

Molly Flanagan

Joe and Robyn Flanagan

Reginald Gilbert

Lynn and Herb Glahn

Bruce and Jeanne Grubb

Kristin Hagberg

Rev Deb Hansen

John Herl

David Howell
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Holly Hughes

Larry and Mary Kallio
Sherri Lechner
Peter Leschak

Lori Lind

Gail McCarthy

Dr. Kirby Milton
Kathleen Mullins
Barb Nelson
Anonymous

Karen Reinbold
Barbara Richards
Anonymous
Henrietta Saunders
JohnVanco
Charles Webster
Anonymous

MEMBER ($50-$99)

Ann Acker

Richard Askeland

Johanna Balzer

Carol Bergquist, PH.D.

Drew and Em Bonfiglio

Sandra Brogan

Paul Burroughs

Timothy Crooks

James Cumming

Carole and Clifford Dahl

The Davis Family

Brad and Sherry Gerlach

Donna Goddard

Pat and Bruce Graham

Krista Grimm

Donald Hawes

Ryan and Jessa Hilbert

Leland Holmes

David and Patricia Hubbard

HH

Dr. John Hutto

Dan Johnson

Peggy Johnson

Henry Kallio

Mary Anne Kowalski

Cheri Leach

William Leavitt

In Honor of Glen and Bev
Dale, given by Deanne Lee
and Kevin Schylter

Riley Ryan

Nancy Malvick

Joseph Mariage

K. Matthews

Cynthia Mazurek

Elizabeth McCloskey

Anonymous

Michael Miller

Brad Mosher

Carolyn Mosley

Nancy Nordlie

Thomas V. Potts

The Safavis

Ed and Diane Strzelinski

Reginal Tillman

Becca Turner and Trevor
Nelson

Robin Vidoni

Edward Warner

David Watt

Melanie Welch

Yellow Dog Watershed
Preserve

Robert and Joanne Zayko

Anonymous

CONTRIBUTOR ($1-$49)
E. Allen

Peters Ayres

Ron Bacon

Brandon Baxter

Terry Beaver

Eileen Bielemeier
William Brown

John Cantilli

Harry and Ann Carson
Dan Clarkin

Judy Davidson

Lamar Davidson

Ed and Cindy Davis
Robert Davis

The Ladd’s

Carol Gagliardi
Donald Geiger

Amy Gillard

Judy Gombas

Izak Gracy

Isabel Gracy

Melissa Hansen

Linda Hardie
Rosemary Hartzer
William and Betty Henne
Holly Hoffe

Elizabeth Hohman
Kathy Johnson
Jeffrey Jost

Gerald and Lolly Kamerschen
Bruce Klosner
Paulette Krom

Frederick Kwant

Mary Leach

Lori Lind

Oktaveon Ryan

Debra Madden

Jeanette Mateer

Fred Meeker

Kristy and Chase Meyer

Linda Miller

Louis Mule’

Susan Mullins

Nan Myers and George
Myers, Jr.

Susan Nimlin

MaryKay O'Donnell

Jodi and Thomas Olds

John P Oliver

Susan Peterman

Karen Phelps

Sally Pierson

The Pigotts

Louise Quigley

William Quinlan

Linda and Michael Roberts

Andy Robinson

Jim Ryan Family

Ronald and Linda Salade

Carl Sanders

Mark Schilberg

Steph Smith

Robert Spiller

Jeremy Sportel

Alison Stankrauff

Joan Sturtevant

Helen Surridge

Michael B. Thompson

Nancy and Bruce Turner

Andrea and Jerry Vigue

Ken and Kay Walcott

Susanne Webb

Donald E. Willman

The Wongs

Holly Young

Susan and John Yun

Gretchen Zuiderveen

Anonymous

ORGANIZATIONAL

MEMBERSHIPS

A Few Friends for the
Environment of the World

Audubon Great Lakes

Bad River Watershed
Association

Big Creek Connects

Brule River Preservation
Association

Butte Des Morts
Conservation Club

Clinton River Watershed
Council

Concerned Citizens of
Seneca County

Flint River Watershed
Coalition

Friend of the Detroit River

Friends of the Land of
Keweenaw

Lake Michigan League of
Women Voters

Lone Pine Marsh Sanctuary
Land Trust

Minnesota Land Trust

Native American Educational
Technologies

Neighbors Building Brightmoor

New Image Like Skills Academy

Ohio Wetlands Association

Organic Consumers Association

Pointes Protection Association

River Raisin Institute

Save Lake Superior Association

Save the River

Scugog Lake Stewards Inc.

Seneca Lake Pure Waters
Association

Two Rivers Coalition

Wawasee Area Conservancy
Foundation

West Grand Boulevard
Collaborative

Wisconsin Resources
Protection Council

Yellow Dog Watershed
Preserve

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Michelle Halley
Great Lakes Proud

VOLUNTEERS
Gretchen Brown
Marian Jurries
Mary Phillips
Nancy Staley
Peggy Swenor
LurliVaughan
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NEED TO PLAN? TRAIN YOUR BOARD?
FIND MONEY?

Insight Grants Still Available!

We know each group in our network is different—varying in size, capacity, and focus. And

when you need help, there is no one-size-fits-all agenda. We've designed our Insight
Services to reflect that diversity, and to meet your needs.

We take our expertise and apply it to the size and focus of YOUR work.
We can help you with:

e Board Development e Membership Program Planning
e Planning (Strategic, Transition, Succession) e Strategy Assistance for your Key Issues
e Fundraising Planning e Media, Communications and Public Outreach

Give us a call today—231-348-8200—to learn more about how we can help you be the most
efficient organization you can be.

The best news? We have grants available to offset the cost of these services—up
to $3,000. They are available on a first come, first served basis, so call today!

FRESHWATER FUTURE FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA
P.O.Box 2479 215 Spadina Avenue, Suite 120

. Petoskey, MI 49770 Toronto, ON M5T 2C7

facebook l:u._;u!:!:er Phone: (231) 348-8200 www.freshwaterfuturecanada.ca

www.freshwaterfuture.org
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