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Every year, we recognize individuals
and groups who are making a real
difference in their communities to
address threats to drinking water or
lakes, rivers, wetlands, and shorelines
that are vital to the health and well-
being of the region's communities.

We are inspired by this year’s
Freshwater Heroes who roll up their
sleeves and get to work, showing us
all that one person truly can make a
difference. They are the ones who
step up when others step back, and
they inspire others to get involved,
take action, and make a difference.
They bring people together and create
a sense of common purpose.

These passionate and committed
Freshwater Heroes take on complex
issues that threaten waters, like
disposal and transport of nuclear
power waste and large-scale factory
fish farms.

Williams County Alliance rallies to prevent a
proposed salmon-farming operation in Ohio.

Leading the Way
for WATER WORK
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They dedicate time and energy to
address threats to drinking water
from coal ash landfills and PFAS. They
share their creative talents and use
the arts to bring people together to
celebrate our precious waters.

Their work is critical to ensuring that
future generations can enjoy the same
access to clean drinking water,
healthy ecosystems, and vibrant
communities that we do today. To all
of the amazing heroes receiving
Freshwater Hero Awards this year, we
say thank you. Thank you for your
dedication, your passion, and your
tireless efforts to protect and preserve
our natural resources. You are an
inspiration to us all, and we are
grateful for all that you do.

Scan to watch
the Hero Award
celebration
online!
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Dodie Le Gassick with
Environment North
conducts an interview
at a public event to
share the risks of
transporting waste
from nuclear energy.

Environment North has been working for over 50 years
to improve and protect the ecological sustainability and
socio-economic well-being of Northwestern Ontario. One
of their priority issues is the risks of a nuclear waste
repository to the health of the environment and people.

The proposed Deep Geological Repository would
potentially take all of the high level nuclear wastes from
across Canada and bury it in Treaty Three Territory,
within the watersheds of Northwestern Ontario.
Working alongside other members of the We The
Nuclear Free North Alliance, Environment North
opposes the construction of the repository and has been
working to educate communities about the issues and to

Just Transition
Northwest
Indiana

Just Transition Northwest Indiana (Just Transition
NWI) was established in April 2020 after years of local
organizing and advocating for the clean closure of the
Northwest Indiana Michigan City power plant and the
complete removal of toxic coal ash waste, which has
been polluting the local water supply and threatening
Lake Michigan. Just Transition NWI's Protect Lake
Michigan Campaign, launched in 2021, has been a
multi-pronged effort to safeguard groundwater and
surface waters. The campaign has involved a range of
activities, including securing municipal resolutions in
Michigan City and the Town of Pines, organizing
petition drives and amassing thousands of signatures,
leveraging media coverage, and facilitating numerous
forums and events to raise awareness about the issue.
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Environment North

provide a coordinated response to the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization. A siting decision date for
the Deep Geological Repositories has been delayed until
2024 as a result of the collaborative advocacy of many,
including the Nishnawbe Aski Nation, and community
engagement.

While the decision is postponed. Environment North is
actively working to eliminate options to construct
shallow repositories and push to have the proximity
principle adopted to maintain waste close to where it is
generated and reduce the risks of environmental
hazards from transportation. Freshwater Future
appreciates the advocacy that Environment North has
brought to this issue for decades.

Advocates, including Just
Transition NWI, rallied at EPA
Region 5 headquarters in
Chicago in December 2022 to
deliver thousands of petitions
on the coal ash loophole.

Along with a coalition of local and national
organizations, Just Transition NWI has been advocating
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
close a loophole in a regulation that allows inactive coal
ash landfills, such as those in Michigan City, to remain
indefinitely. The EPA is currently reviewing public
comments to bring these inactive landfills under
regulatory oversight.

Freshwater Future commends Just Transition NWI's
efforts to engage volunteers and amplify the concerns
of the surrounding communities about the
environmental and public health risks posed by coal
ash waste and the need to transition away from coal
power.
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For the last few years, Sterling Water Stewards has
sustained a people-powered fight against a threat to
their public drinking water source — and won. In 2020,
developers purchased a parcel of land adjacent to the
local public wellfield in Sterling, New York to create a
bulk water facility.

Karen Haas of Sterling Water Stewards said it is a “local
legend that there is an indefinite amount of water in
the aquifer,” — but many community members knew
better. With support from Freshwater Future, Sterling
Water Stewards worked with a hydrogeologist and an
environmental lawyer to understand the threat private
extraction posed to their drinking water. While their
opponent had resources, Sterling Water Stewards were
resourceful.

When the drinking water in Marinette, Wisconsin, was
found to be contaminated with toxic PFAS from a

manufacturer of firefighting foams and its training
facility, a group of residents organized S.0. H,0 (Save Our
H,0) to help get information out to their community.

Committed to ensuring safe drinking water for everyone,
residents in the wake of the PFAS contamination, the
group set up a Facebook page that provided a platform
for sharing information, getting people to attend public
meetings, and speaking out about the need to provide
safe alternative water supplies.
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Top Left: Eric Hellquist, a member of Sterling Water Stewards, joined
Freshwater Future to educate legislators in Washington, D.C. this
past March about threats to drinking water.

They strategized to gain a moratorium on water
withdrawal permits, rally voter support for local
representatives who wanted to protect the public
water system, and finally, collaborate with these
officials to pass a protective zoning law that overlays
the wellfield. Due to Sterling Water Stewards’ efforts,
impacts from private extraction have been minimized.
Freshwater Future commends the organization as they
continue to look for additional solutions to safeguard
its waters with state-level protections.

S.0. H20 members, Wisconsin League of Women Voters, Town
of Peshtigo and City of Marinette council members meet with
the Secretary of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
to discuss PFAS groundwater standards. . Left to right: Kayla
Furton, Doug Oitzinger, Adam Payne, Cindy Boyle, Chuck
Boyle, Jeff Lamont, and Den Cronmiller.

Like many grassroots organizations, becoming experts
on toxic chemicals and water contamination was not
something any of the members had imagined doing in
their life. Yet because of their involvement and
persistence and working with decision-makers, they
have made progress on their goal of getting surface
water standards and drinking water standards for the
State of Wisconsin.

The impacts of this contamination linger for many
residents of Marinette and the neighboring community
of Peshtigo in the form of health impacts. S.0. H,O is
persistently working to push for alternate water
supplies for residents as well as the clean up of PFAS
contamination that continues to be found in the
community. Our hats off to the group for pushing for
community protections.
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Nathan Smith

For almost a decade, Nathan Smith, better known as
Rasta Nathan Smith, a youth pastor, artist and active
community member was well aware of the issue of
high lead in Benton Harbor, MI’s drinking water. When
the call came to mobilize action from Benton Harbor
Community Water Council’s Reverend Edward Pinkney
and Freshwater Future, Smith answered that call, eager
to offer his talent in art and storytelling to help Benton
Harbor residents stay aware of the ongoing lead
contamination in their drinking water.

In a partnership with the Benton Harbor Community
Water Council and Freshwater Future, Nalgene
provided water filtration stations to remove lead in
Benton Harbor Schools' drinking water. The
partnership also provided over 2000 water bottles.
Smith designed a sticker that would be featured on the
water bottles, inspiring students to educate themselves
about the lead in drinking water in their community.
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Jannan
Cornstalk

Jannan Cornstalk, a citizen of the Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians, is a fierce advocate for water
rights and protection. She founded the Water is Life
Festival in 2017 to celebrate the importance of water
and to promote community efforts to protect it.

A
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Smith's inspiring sticker design
encourages Benton Harbor

students to care about their
community's drinking water.

Beyond his graphic art, he created many visuals,
including videos that have grabbed the attention of
individuals all over the Great Lakes Region, not just in
Benton Harbor. Smith’s art created visibility for the
issue. Smith continues to work with area youth,
connecting them to resources and helping them access
clean and safe drinking water. We commend Smith for
amplifying the voices of young people and for being
such a steadfast advocate of clean and safe water for all
in Benton Harbor.

The festival showcases art, workshops, and music that
aim to raise awareness of water-related issues and
highlight responsibilities to Mother Earth.

Jannan's motivation to start the festival stemmed from
her concern over the decaying Line 5 pipeline beneath
the Straits of Mackinac. Over the years, the Water is Life
Festival has grown in popularity, attracting attendees
from across the Great Lakes region and beyond. The
festival has become a powerful platform for artists,
activists, and community members to come together,
connect, learn, and collaborate in the fight for water
justice.

Jannan's commitment to water protection extends
beyond the Water is Life Festival. She is also a strong
supporter of Indigenous-led efforts to protect water and
land. Her dedication and passion for water protection
continue to inspire positive change toward living in a
holistic way with the water and protecting it from those
who seek to exploit or endanger it. Freshwater Future
appreciates all that Jannan brings to this world and her
amazing positive spirit.
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Wild rice, or Manoomin in Ojibwe, is sacred to the
Anishinaabe people. When a proposed mine in
Minnesota received a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to destroy wetlands and habitat for
wild rice during construction, the Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa took action.

Williams County Alliance gathered in Bryan to protest a
proposed genetically engineered salmon “farm” which
would be located in Pioneer, a village in Williams County.

The Williams County Alliance, a grassroots group
dedicated to promoting a sustainable future in Ohio,
formed in 2006 to address impacts from a proposed
large poultry operation, which would have put an
already overburdened watershed at risk from
additional nutrient runoff. Founded by Lou
Pendleton, Sherry Fleming, and Ann Longsworth Orr,
this dedicated group of community activists continues
to work to reduce water pollution. They fight
multimillion-dollar corporations like the currently
proposed GMO salmon farm factory, which would
pose a threat to the area’s source of water, the
Michindoh Aquifer, and the entire Great Lakes
ecosystem.

RECOGNIZING HEROES

The Band objected to the permit based on the potential
for toxic mercury contamination of fish and aquatic
life. The permit is in direct violation of the Fond du Lac
Band’s mercury standard that was established to
protect the public health of the Band members who rely
on native fish as a food source.

This is the first time we know of that a Tribe has
exercised its right to object to federal permits. In
addition, when the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
weakened water quality standards, the band took the
only remaining option available, filing suit against the
U.S. EPA to reverse the changes. With great respect, we
honor the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa for their commitment to protecting the
waters of the Lake Superior basin.

By organizing public meetings that draw hundreds of
attendees and working with neighboring communities,
even across state lines, this group has become a hub for
community action, and their efforts demonstrate just
how effective and crucial people power can be. We
applaud and thank the Williams County Alliance for
their unwavering commitment to advocating for
changes in laws that recognize community rights and
the rights of nature.

Trent Stark has served as a board member of Freshwater Future and Freshwater Future
Canada for six years, including terms as Chair and member of the Finance Committee.
Trent’s passion for water and belief in Freshwater Future helped encourage others to join,
opened doors for the organization and brought in resources for the work. We have greatly
appreciated Trent’s keen financial eye, business expertise and fun spirit. Thank you Trent!
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ALANA HONAKER
Grants & Community
Program Associate
alana@freshwaterfuture.org
ALEX ANG
Community Associate
alex@freshwaterfuture.org
ALEXIS SMITH
Community Program &
Technical Associate
alexis@freshwaterfuture.org
ANDREA DUBE
Freshwater Future Canada
Program Director
andrea@freshwaterfuture.org
ANN BAUGHMAN
Associate Director
ann@greshwaterfuture.org
ANNA BUNTING
Program Co-Director
anna@freshwaterfuture.org
JILL RYAN
Executive Director
jill@freshwaterfuture.org
KRISTEN HAITAIAN
Program Co-Director
kristen@freshwaterfuture.org
KWAME HAMPTON
Community Program Coordinator
kwame@freshwaterfuture.org
LAURIE BREIGHNER
Grants and Administrative Specialist
laurie@freshwaterf
LESLIE BURK
Communications &
Development Director
leslie@freshwaterfuture.org’
STEPHANIE ALTROCK
Accounting Director
stephanie@freshwaterfuture.org

FRESHWATER FUTURE
BOARD OF DIRECTy
STEPHANIE SMITHI'

LISA HARDEN:

ROBERT LET

DISCLAIMER: Freshwater Voices is intended
to provide a forum for the free exchange of
ideas among citizens and organizations
working to protect water resources in the
Great Lakes Basin. Interpretations and
conclusions presented in this newsletter
represent the opinions of the individual
authors. They in no way represent the views
of Freshwater Future, funders, member:
donors, Freshwater Future Ca

organization mentio

In Memory Of

Amanda Jo Robinson

The Great Lakes lost an avid water protector with the
passing of Amanda Jo Robinson. Amanda was the leader
of the Pipe Out Paddle Up event to raise awareness of the
risks of Line 5 in the Straits of Mackinac impacting the

health of Lakes Michigan and Huron.

=

Photo courtesy Nikki Reid.

She volunteered significant amounts of time for this event with other groups
dedicated to protecting and celebrating water. A talented artist, Amanda Jo enjoyed
sharing her love of screen printing. At Freshwater Future, Amanda impressed us
with her tenacity and creative problem-solving to do more than increase awareness
but to push for long-term solutions. She effectively engaged people in water
protection work and will be missed by many.

In Memory Of

Edward “Ted” J. Frey, Jr.

Alex started as a Freshwater Future

Communications Intern in February 2022 and
now occupies a full-time position working as a
Communications Associate to increase public
awareness of Freshwater Future initiatives
through social media strategies and digital
storytelling. Alex is a recent graduate of
Macalester College in Saint Paul, MN with a
degree in Environmental Studies and Creative
Writing.

The Great Lakes lost a strong supporter with
the passing of Ted Frey in April 2022. His
support of efforts to protect waters in West
Michigan is only one part of his legacy. Ted
had a huge impact on philanthropy and the
nonprofit sector in Michigan. He was a
mentor to Freshwater Future, providing
advice on how to build a solid foundation for
the organization and always encouraging
innovative and entrepreneurial approaches
to make a difference. We will miss Ted's
guidance and forward thinking.

Anna
Bunting

After serving as an Environmental Fellow
through the Yale School of the Environment in
the summer of 2022, Anna joined the staff as
Community Program Associate Intern in August
2022 and was promoted to Program Co-Director
in December, focusing on water affordability,
engaging Freshwater Future's network, and
other policy initiatives. Anna holds a B.S. in
Environmental Biology & Zoology from Michigan
State University and recently completed their
Master’s in Environment and Sustainability at
the University of Michigan.
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FOUNDATIONS

Brookby Foundation

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

James S. McDonnell Family
Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

McDougal Family Foundation

FUNDERS CIRCLE ($1,000 & MORE)
Carolyn Deacy
William Fritz Jr. and
Kathleen French
Ted and Brenda Frey Donor
Advised Fund
Murray and Jeanie Kilgour
Albert and Mary Polk
Karen Reinbold
Roger Skrobeck

MONTHLY DONOR CIRCLE
Stephanie Altrock

Ann Baughman

Leslie Burk

Kwame Hampton

Patricia Hung

Kathleen Mullins

Jill Ryan

Jill Whelan

FRIEND OF THE LAKES ($500-$999)
Joseph and Robyn Flanagan

Rev. Deb Hansen

Adam Parker and Tamar Rubin
Richard and Jean Marie Shoquist
Brandon Tyus

John Vanco

SPONSOR ($250-$499)

Nelson Armour and Kathy Weaver
Nancy Belton

Dennis Ferraro

David and Aviva Rubin

June Thaden

Rodger Thomann

Sally and Larry Wagle

SUPPORTER ($100-$249)
Johanna Balzer

Bart Bella

Mike and Kathy Bierlein
Judith Caldwell

Jill Crafton

Dr. Melvin and Mary Ann
Czechowski

Kira Davis and Davis Family
Suzanne Dixon

Mary Alice Dooley

Roger Dreher

Elliott Dudnik

Frank Ettawageshik
Megan Fenkell

Amy Gillard

Carol Glass

Ann Gollnitz

Krista Grimm

CORPORATE
PARTNERS:
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Bruce Haffey

Doug and Marie Holem
David Hubbard

Nan Hunt

Tom and Bette Irwin

Pat Johnston

Kim Kihnke

Renee Kivikko

Steven and Barbara Lippai
Gail McCarthy

Elizabeth McCloskey

Lindsay McMillan

Zen Olow

Kris and Carla Pillai

Max Puchtel

Richard J. Rinck

Richard and Barbara Robbins
Stanley Rupnow

Dalia Schwarz

Susan and Michael Stinson
Peggy Swenor

Margaret and Ronald Talboys
Mary Lou Tanton

Gretchen Zuiderveen

MEMBER ($50-$99)
Gretchen and Jim Allen
Lois Allum

Todd Ambs

Seth Bernard

Eileen Bielemeier

David and Roberta Berns
Elizabeth Bishop

Sandra Brogan

Joan Chadde

Gene and Carla Champagne
Cynthia Donahey and
Art Schoolmaster
Dianna Dusek
Bert Ebbers and Katie Parker
Norman Falconer
Hildy Feen
Christopher Ford and Ali Hill
Bruce Fraley
Cory Gillman
Gene and Carolyn Hodulik
Elizabeth Hohman
Martha Lancaster
and Doug Fuller
Bill and Diane LaVigne
Erma Leaphart
William Leavitt
Linda Luke and Leslie Neinas
Gaven Marx
Donna McDuffie
Barbara Minbiole
Bethann Morgan
Brad Mosher
Louis Mule'

Julie and Ron Napoleon

Barbara Osbon
Sally Pierson
Rebecca Reimbold
Charlie Slack

Alison Stankrauff

) BUSCHSYSTEMS CPI%

Recycling Made Simple

INTERNATIONAL

Edward Strzelinski

David Ullrich

Dr. Elsa Verderber
Kenneth Vinciquerra
David Watt

Kim West

Brad and Jan Wilkins

CONTRIBUTOR ($1-$49)
Ron Bacon

Summer Burk

Harry and Anne Carson
Carol Coursey
Rosemary Fox

Peter Gagnon

Chris Gateley

Edward Gogol

James and Jean Goulet
Lara Haase

Blaine Heilman

Carl Holsinger

Sally Howard

James Jackson

Linda Jacobs

Jerry and Lolly Kamerschen
Bruce and Mary Klosner
Loretta Knight

Mary Kumar

Pauline Loewenhardt
Marcia Mahan

Nancy Malvick

Karen Maxwell

Hal Munger

Gordon Nelson

Becky Norlien

Bruce Opalka

Patti ORourke-Steiner
Susan Peterman

Keith Phelps

Robert Porter

Louise Quigley

Kristen Reilly

Carol and Paul Rose

Jill Sahagian

Carl and Bonnie Sanders
Cynthia Seppa

Paul Shedivy

Laura Strickler

Helen Surridge

Sandra Thiele

Grenetta Thomassey
Lawrence Tucker

John Vander Ploeg

MEMORIALS
In Memory of Michael Baughman
Deb and Mick Baughman, Jr.
Kristina Clark and John Kemmerer
Toby Sedgwick
Bob Thomas

Daniel VanMeurs
Joann Vock

Cynthia Westerman
Art Wezel

In Memory of Polk Laffoon IV
Margie and Michael FitzSimons

In Memory of Robert and Virginia Lind
Jill Ryan and Lori Lind

In Memory of Patti Piccione Frounfelter
Molly Frounfelter and Jeremy Michalek

In Memory of Ruth O'Gawa
Joanne Arbaugh

Brenda Harrison

Andrew and Catherine O'Gawa
Deborah Parker

Marilynn and Stan Smith

HONORARIUMS
In Honor of Jamie Bishop
Bethann Morgan

In Honor of Adam Parker
David and Aviva Rubin

ORGANIZATIONS

Butte des Morts Conservation Club

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Alliance

Chautauqua-Conewango Consortium

Citizens for a Safe & Clean Lake Superior

Clean Wisconsin

Grosse lle Nature and Land Conservancy

Just Transition Northwest Indiana

Kingston Field Naturalists

Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy

Michigan Citizens For Water Conservation

Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition

National Parks Of Lake Superior Foundation

Save Our Native Species-SONS Of LAKE ERIE

Save The River/Upper St. Lawrence
Riverkeeper

Seneca Lake Guardian

Williams County Alliance

Wisconsin Resources Protection Council

Walloon Lake Association and Conservancy

FLINT COMMUNITY LAB

Cedar Tree Foundation

Community Foundation of Greater Flint
Melissa Heil

The Joyce Foundation

VOLUNTEERS

Nancy Staley

Summer Burk
Platinum
Transparency
2023

Candid.

amazon

Canada
Helps.org
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PO Box 2479
Petoskey, MI 49770

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

@freshwaterfuture

FRESHWATER FUTURE

PO Box 2479

Petoskey, Ml 49770

Phone: (231) 348-8200
freshwaterfuture.org

FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA
PO Box 1442-STN Main
Guelph, ON N1H 6N9

freshwaterfuturecanada.ca
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Spam Filters Keeping You Disconnected?
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If you've signed up for Freshwat%‘rrlfut?ure’s online news
and alerts and haven't received .our emails, chances=- - -
are our messages have somehow found their way into SCAN ME
your spam or junk folders. To avoid these filters in the
future, please locate a Freshwalﬁe_r Future email in your
spam folder and mark as “Not Junk” or “Not Spam.”

]
If you're not already a subscriber.and would like to
receive policy and legislation information, action alerts,
and updates on Great Lakes cm_sues, go to
freshwaterfuture.org and click “Stay Informed" or scan
the QR code for easy access.




