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In 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic continued to cause crises and challenges for communities around
the Great Lakes, and Freshwater Future responded to these increased needs by intensifying its
work with community groups across the region to make sure water sources are accessible, safe
and toxin-free so people can stay healthy’during the pandemic and beyond.

Freshwater Future is well-positioned to continue to support and build on these community-based efforts,
and we are honored to serve the role of.elevating the voices of community-level groups. We are
committed to helping people tell their stories, amplify their voices, and participate in democratic
processes to create lasting change and develop leaders.

We firmly believe that communities can and will solve the problems they are faced with if they have the
information, tools and support needed. Freshwater Future will continue to advocate for affordability
policies at the local level, fight to end water shut-offs in cities across our region, help communities get
funding to replace lead service lines and understand the extent of lead contamination in our water
infrastructure, and protect rural communities against toxic pollution like PFAS in wells and surface water.

We're excited to be reaching more communities with enhanced tools and resources on keeping drinking
water safe, training more youth to build tomorrow's leaders and scientists, helping more community water
councils with effective outreach, and diligently pushing for policy solutions on water affordability,
infrastructure upgrades, and climate impacts that protect our drinking water and waterways.

None of this vital work is possible without the commitment of our entire Great Lakes community. It is
because of you that we're helping to ensure the healthy future of our waters for everyone in the region.
Thank you for being part of our community!
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JILL M. RYAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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BOARD CHAIR




Over the last year, we've made significant
progress on our 2019-2021 Strategic Plan goals
of access for all, affordable rates, comprehensive
monitoring of quality, transparency, decisions
that prioritize equity, environment, and economy,
safe waters for recreating, and resilience to
climate impacts.

This comprehensive plan includes five vision
themes with input from over 700 residents and
member groups throughout the Great Lakes
Region on the state of water in their
communities, their hopes for the future, and the
opportunities they see for improvement.

FIVE VISION THEMES
Revered
Safe
Clean
Accessible
Sustainable



Nater, and places of
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| COMMUNITY WATER GOUNCILS

Freshwater Future continues to work closely with
Water Councils to address drinking water safety,
access and affordability in Benton Harbor, Flint,
Detroit, Toledo, Chicago and Duluth. We've been

= 2 providing technical support and capacity building to
Ohio, _New Yo_rk, a!‘d Illinois help communities conduct citizen scien¥:e, inform
ensuring millions in the Great Lakes and engage more people, and advocate for solutions

Region had access to running water 3¢ % to address lead in drinking water and other toxic
to protect public health. Foh contamination of water.

During the pandemic, Freshwater
Future advocated for moratoria on
water service shutoffs in Michigan,
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Freshwater Future worked

In 2021, a collaboration of more than 20 Willdho Benton Harbor

community and environmental groups, led by the 20
Benton Harbor Community Water Council, gz
petitioned the U.S. Environmental Protection !
Agency to step in and help the residents of 3kt
Benton Harbor, Michigan, with elevated lead -
levels in drinking water. This action and the Ky
attention it garnered, finally pushed the struggle '-if;; st
for safe water into national and state focus. TN
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Training Student Citizen
Scientists!
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FLINT CC

#GetTheleadOut  #Flush liter

e Flint Community Lab has steadily increased lead

s for youth who are historically underserved. Many
ental j
" Over 2,000 locations have been
tested and people now know
resources are available to them
to keep their families safe from
lead in drinking water.

&
D.



Hold Erie Coke Accountable, a
group of local residents in Erie,
Pennsylvania, worked to ensure the
Erie Coke Plant would be brought

into environmental compliance
during a permit renewal process.
With growing pressure from
agencies and these residents, Erie
A ) Coke abruptly ended its operations
o . in 2020, protecting public health
E 3 and the environment from polluted
3 air and water emissions. We

applaud Hold Erie Coke

- Accountable for their hard work to
= O‘HI‘FTESJ]WQTE! HETD ‘awards celebrate the bring public health issues to the

~ work of everyday people jumping into action - : surface and their continuing work
~to solve some of the most pressing water to ensure proper site cleanup.

~ issues across the Great Lakes region. These : :
= individuals and organizations represent a
dedrcated grgup of water protectors




Our Water Watchers & Wellness
consulting seminars helped increase
capacity of groups and leaders through

& GUNSULTIHG monthly organizational development

seminars and self-care tools to 14

environmental and community leaders.
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RESCUE LAKE SIMCOE

e T

Preserved wetland ecosystems and well- PII!]IIIBETB(I infrastructure

filter pollutants and keep wastewater ll‘ of waterways
\

support community groupswith resources ?né technology to shift their

work from reactive to proacti makmg drmkmg water safer
thwarting extraction activitigShpreventing Iong -term-environ
adapting to climate change, reaching thotsandse
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During fiscal 2021, we awardgéd'more than $395,000 through ;::;Tts to

sidents/and




PROTECTING THE MENOMNEE RIVER

The Menominee River along the eastern border of Wisconsin
and Michigan has rebounded since the cleanup of significant
toxic industrial pollution that took decades of investment and
work. Yet, a proposed open pit mine only 150 feet from the
river's shore threatened the health of the Menominee River.

The Coalition to SAVE the Menominee River with funding
support from Freshwater Future and the Menominee tribe
contested these mine permits. In January 2021, a judge denied
the wetland permit and a dam safety permit was overturned a
few months later after a challenge from the Menominee Tribe.

HELPING CHICAGO RESIDENTS KEEP WATER ON

We helped establish the Chicago Water Alliance with
residents on the south side of the city, focusing on lead
issues, distribution of water for those disconnected, and
pushing the City to establish processes for having water
reconnected.

In early 2021, the Mayor of Chicago launched the Utility
Billing Relief (UBR) program offering those qualifying a 50%
discount on utility bills and providing bill forgiveness after
one year of on-time payments. With our support and online
tools, the Chicago Water Alliance is able to help hundreds of
residents sign up for this program to ensure their water is
turned on and stays on.



Communities have abundant, well-maintained, and
affordable public access to rivers, lakes and drinking water

KEEPING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AWAY FROM
OUR COMMUNITIES & OUR GREAT LAKES

Since 1929 the Ambassador Bridge has been off-limits to
chemicals and hazardous materials, such as explosives. But
proposed Michigan legislation would have lifted this ban
putting our communities and waters at risk. Through our —
online system, advocates sent petitions urging state officials ik
to not allow hazardous materials across the Ambassador ——
Bridge. In December 2020, Michigan's Governor vetoed the ===

proposal, protecting residents and water resources. —

Towfas erand easier than
'r"beﬁnﬁ_Thousands have slgned




The U.S. Congress passed a historic pandemic
relief bill known as the American Rescue Plan
of 2021 that contains water utility related
provisions including millions to states and
tribes to provide assistance to residents for
water utility bills and funds for drinking and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades.

Freshwater Future reached out to our
community partners urging them to begin
conversations with local decision-makers, and
we're helping disadvantaged communities,
particularly in communities where many
residents are already struggling to pay their
water bhills, press their local utilities and elected
officials to apply for these dollars.
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The law and popular culture will recognize the fundamental
|mportance of water resources to human lite, s well as

#WeAreLakeErie celebrates this amazing Great
Lake through sharing photos and stories on
social media. This isn’t the first time the health
of Lake Erie was at a tipping point. Fifty years
ago, Lake Erie was declared dead. A coordinated
effort that resulted in new regulations and
pollution reduction worked. The commitment to
keep Lake Erie Alive is needed again.




ALANA HONAKER

Grants and Community Program Associate
ALEXIS SMITH

Community Program & Technical Associate
ALICIA SMITH

Associate Director - Community Engagement
ANN BAUGHMAN

Associate Director
BRANDON TYUS

Policy & Community Program Associate
HILLIARD HAMPTON

Associate Director - Urban Partnerships

JILL RYAN

Executive Director
KRISTY MEYER

Associate Director for Policy
LAURIE BREIGHNER

Grants & Administrative Specialist
LESLIE BURK

Communications & Dev. Director
STEPHANIE ALTROCK

Accounting Director

STEPHANIE SMITH FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA

ADAM PARKER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LISA HARDIN LINDSAY TELFER
TOM KNOTT KELSEY SCARFONE

ROBERT LETSCHER  LEAH SILVERMAN
LAUREN MCCONNELL TRENT STARK
KAREN REINBOLD

TRENT STARK

MELANIE WELCH

DONALD WIGGINS JR.
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FUNDERS CIRCLE
($1,000 AND ABOVE)
Carol and Robert Bertrand
Colin Brushwyler
Juan Cordova
William Fritz Jr.
and Kathleen French
Glory-June Greiff
Tucker Harris
Nancy Hellman and Glenn
Hindbaugh
Murray and Jeanie Kilgour
Larry Krueger
National Philanthropic Trust
Karen Reinbold
William A. Fisher, I
Family Foundation

FRIENDS OF THE LAKES
($500-$999)

Joanne Arbaugh

Gary Belan

Nancy Belton

John Carroll and Jan Carroll
Robert Dean

Joseph and Robyn Flanagan
Rachel Fleischer

Molly Frounfelter

Rev. Deb Hansen

Ruth Ogawa

Richard and Barbara Robbins
Trent Stark
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MONTHLY GIVING CIRCLE
Stephanie Altrock
Ann Baughman
Leslie Burk
Patricia Hung,
Kathleen Mullins
Jill.Ryan

Kelsey Scarfone
Alicia/'Smith
Brandon Tyus

Jill Whelan- /

SPONSORS
($250-5499)
Michael and Holly Angileri!

Nelson Armour and Kathy Weaver § %)

Sharon Behar
Dawn'Casper
Kristina Clark and ‘John Kemmerer
Robert D. Elliott <
and Deborah A. Fritz Elllott
Doug'and Marie Holem
Tom and Bette Irwin
Marian Laughlin
John Leon
Robertiand Amanda Letscher:

'Eileen and Ron 'Shanbrom

Richard and Jean Marie Shoquist
Rodger Thomann

" FOUNDATION GRANTS

The Brookby Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation . 4
FredA. and Barbara M.:Erb Foundation
J.A. Woollam Foundation

Joyce Foundation

McDougal Family Foundation

Park Foundation ¢
Pisces Foundation
PAV Foundation

The Kresge Foundation
Water Funder Initiative

Vg § #8  Our 2021 Walk Paddle & Roll
< ig! fundraiser challenged our
Board and Staff in raising
awareness and funds to
ensure safe and clean water
resources across the Great
Lakes Region through a

‘Busch Systems
CP] International

variety of healthy, fun, and
environmentally-conscious
personal challenges. We
raised close to $9,600 of our
$10,000 goal! Thank you to all
who supported this campaign!
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS.AND
CONTRIBUTORS FOR YOUR PART IN MAKING A

DIFFERENCE —
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Expense figures based on annual audited financial statements. Freshwater Future’s most recently filed annual P %
information returns (Federal 990) are available for review upon request and through GuideStar and our website. Eﬁ §
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Freshwater Future is a catalyst for
community action that helps move
policies designed to safeguard the-~~
waters of the Great Lakes region. We
are a collaborative and entrepreneunal
organization that seeks perspect/ve
from diverse communities and
individuals. We build partnerships.and =
collaborations, work to ensuré-equity
in the solutions we advocate, and
value residents’ knowledge and
abilities in our work to protect and
restore the health of all the waters in }
the Great Lakes region. B4

G

Freshwater Future »/
PO Box 2479, Petoskey, M1 49770
Phone: (231) 348-8200

< mﬁo@freshwaterfuture org |
;( WWW. freshwaterfuture org




