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Wanted: Heroes

m
Heroes are defined as people admired for great or brave acts or fine qualities. People
In this issue we who are greatly admired. People willing to take action to benefit the greater good.

e all need heroes. Who is one of your heroes?

honor people and
organizations in
the Great Lakes
Region who devote
NGO

Just thinking about our heroes can elevate our spirits. It reminds us of the

good in people and inspires us to be better, helping us recognize qualities
we want to develop. Heroes give us hope, they continue to focus on righting wrongs
and bringing light to some of the problems in our world. Heroes, of course, solve
problems and often bring justice.

This years’ Freshwater Heroes include people and organizations doing heroic work
to improve the health of our waters and communities.

ma km th e Gre at We are motivated to action by Front 40 and the Wellington Water Watchers, who have been fighting massive
g companies for years in an effort to protect the waters of their communities. We are grateful to Juani Olivares,
La kes Gre at who has been quietly but powerfully advocating for and supporting her community in Flint, Michigan. We are

encouraged by Hank Saunders, and her work with the League of Women Voters to remind us that democracy is
not a spectator sport. We are inspired by John Jackson, and his years of tireless service to ensure our voices are
heard on Great Lakes issues. We are indebted to Gary Belan for the passion he has shared with us in his time
on our board.

Read on to learn more about the great work of this years’ Freshwater Heroes. They will no doubt inspire you,
as they have us, to get involved—at the end of each article we highlight what you can do, either to support
them in their work, or to get involved in your own community.

From a personal perspectlve, I am especially thankful for each of the people and groups highli
because they have all i 1nsp in my work over the past seventeen years: Thank you all!
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Community Organization

ne can hardly know about the bottled water issue in Ontario without

coming across Wellington Water Watchers.

Founded by long-time water advocate Mike Nagy, Wellington Water
Watchers has been a key leader in Canada’s fight against bottled water—
although Mike prefers the term “packaged water” since water now comes in all
sorts of containers. The group’s passion comes from a very personal place—

the need to protect their community’s source of drinking water.

What makes the Wellington Water Watchers such an effective Freshwater Hero
is their strong handle on the technical aspects of the issue—which means ev-

Wellington Water Watchers

Wellington Water Watchers Team

eryone—from government to media—often want to talk to them. The group’s creativity, passion, and bravery in the face of opposition, makes
them one of Canada’s great water champions, and Freshwater Future is thrilled to recognize them as a Freshwater Hero.

WATER FOR SALE

Both Sides of the Border

proposals from Nestlé Waters North America, Inc. (Nestlé Waters)

to bottle water raise concerns from their group and others. Most
recently, in response to Nestlé Waters recent efforts to out bid the town
of Aberfoyle for the rights to the Middlebrook well.

I n Wellington County, where the Wellington Water Watchers work,

However, Nestlé Waters isn't the only company taking water from the
Great Lakes region and bottling it. In an attempt to address concerns
over bottled water in Ontario, the provincial government has taken
steps to address all water bottling. In a follow-up to their December
announcement of a 2-year ban on new water bottling facilities, the Ontario
government recently proposed an increase to the price water-bottling
companies pay for the water they take from $3.71 per million liters
to $503.71 per million litres. Environmental groups in Ontario are
divided in their response—some see it as a step in the right direction
towards improving the way we value water; others are calling for an
all-out ban on bottling and the selling of water for profit.

In the United States, Nestlé Waters is proposing to more than double
the amount of water they are taking at their White Pine Springs Site
in Evart, Michigan—an amount that could damage area wetlands
and protected plant and animal species.

In 2009, Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation (MCWC) ended
a ten-year battle with Nestlé Waters that reduced the amount of water
being pumped so that nearby wetlands and streams would not be
harmed. However, nearby, Nestlé Waters has now revived plans to
increase their pumping, which would take up to 400 gallons of water
per minute from aquifers that feed local streams and flow into Lake
Michigan.

Analysis by the Great Lakes Environmental Law Center suggests that the
information Nestlé Waters presented with their permit application is
inadequate, and that there could be harmful impacts to area’s wetlands
and protected species.

Are there other issues like this happening in the Great Lakes that you think are
important? Freshwater Future wants to know what water issues stand out to you. Let us know at bit.ly/FFInterest
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Front 40

Community Organization

ave you ever received shocking news that left you with that
horrible gut-wrenching feeling in your stomach?

The founders of Front 40, a grassroots organization in Menomi-
nee County, Michigan, had that feeling when they found out that a mining
company had leased thousands of acres of state-owned minerals on the
shores of the Menominee River.

Local residents responded by organizing Front 40, an environmental

Members of Front 40 work to protect their water.

group dedicated to ensuring that metallic sulfide mining operations are not allowed to adversely impact our rivers, lakes, groundwater and
lands. The Front 40 name is in direct response to the “Back Forty” venture that was created by the mining interests.

Front 40 has played a critical role in creating public awareness of mining exploration currently taking place in Menominee County. They have
informed citizens and elected officials of the reality of community economic issues typically involved with mining operations.

Front 40’s leadership on mining issues has resulted in several municipal resolutions against the Back Forty mine and increased understanding
of the threats to water resources from open pit sulfide mining. Freshwater Future is pleased to present Front 40 with a Freshwater Hero Award
for their work to prevent waters from being impacted from mining development.

Mining: A Quick Overview of the Impacts and

Threats in Our Region

he Back Forty project is just one example of the increasing world-

wide demand and value of copper and other minerals that is is

contributing to a boom of mineral exploration and development
in the Great Lakes region. Freshwater Future’s followers are most
likely aware that we are concerned about the impact mining has on
our freshwaters—both surface and ground.

Mining in the northern sections of the Great Lakes is often referred to
as hardrock mining. Hardrock mining involves excavating the rock,
followed by crushing and processing it, usually with chemicals such as
cyanide to remove the minerals. The rocks also contain sulfide, which
once exposed to air and water produces toxic acid drainage. Mining can
also results in pollution by other toxic heavy metals such as mercury.

There has yet to be a mine in sulfide ore (the rock with sulfide in it)

that hasn't resulted in ecological damage and pollution to water re-
sources. According to the U.S. EPA, mining and mineral processing
facilities generate the most toxic and hazardous waste than any other
industry. One of the challenges of cleaning up mining waste is that the
cleanups can last more than 40 years or in perpetuity—often resulting
in the government and taxpayers assuming the liability and costs.

The environmental damages are just one of the impacts of these min-
ing operations—there are often impacts on tribal rights and inter-
ests where mines are located near traditional grounds and there are
considerable negative impacts to local tourism where communities
depend on visitors enjoying scenic, natural or recreational areas that
are decimated by mining.

Freshwater Future understands that the mining process in the Great Lakes, and
everywhere, is long and complicated. If you'd like to find out more about the research behind this article, you can find
it on our site here: freshwaterfuture.org/mining-article2017-resources

Let us know if you need help finding more information like this.
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San Juana“Juani” Olivares

Community Advocate

hen the Flint water crisis first started, San Juana Olivares, or Juani
as most know her, realized that the Hispanic and Latino community
in Flint would need help.

At the time, she was the Executive Director of the Hispanic Technology and
Community Center, but started to volunteer for the Genesee County Hispanic
and Latino Collaborative. She jumped right in to help Spanish-speaking residents
of Flint be more aware of the dangerously high levels of lead in the water
supply and where to get safe water.

All About Water Steering Committee (L-R): Sue Sells, Mildred Robbins,
Erma Leaphart, San Juana Olivares, Melissa Mays, Simone Lightfoot,
Khalil Ligon, Jill Ryan, Mike Harris, Monica Lewis Patrick, Hilliard Hampton

Now Juani is the President & CEO of the Genesee County Hispanic and Latino Collaborative (GCHLC). Juani’s knowledge of the needs of her
community, combined with a resolve to make a difference, have led to GCHLC becoming a hub of activities, educational programming, social
services, water and filter pick up location, a food pantry and health fairs.

Last fall, Juani accompanied a delegation to Washington, DC to lobby Congress to reauthorize and bolster national infrastructure funds like

the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and the Water Resources and Development Act.

Freshwater Future is thrilled to name Juani as a Freshwater Hero for 2017.

DRINKING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
Many Challenges for Great Lakes Cities

our eyes to the many challenges facing public water supplies

of our communities. Last year, Freshwater Future committed
to working on this issue and hired Hilliard Hampton to direct this
work using our approach of collaboration, citizen knowledge and
community connection to find solutions.

The Flint Water Crisis and water shutoffs in Detroit have opened

Addressing a big problem like drinking water infrastructure is going
to take a lot of people and many different solutions. The natural
place to start was a conversation with local activists that have dem-
onstrated a deep level of expertise and understanding. A group of
these community leaders from Detroit and Flint, (including Juani
Olivares) organized a meeting along with Freshwater Future staff
to get the conversation going about water infrastructure, quality,
conservation, and affordability.

Over 90 dedicated activists, lawyers, community organizers, funders,
and leaders participated in the meeting in February and made im-
portant progress on relationship building and identifying next steps.

4 FRESHWATER FUTURE GRASSROOTS IN ACTION

Participants identified an urgency to get to actions and solutions,
that water and environmental efforts are community centered, and
that leadership roles are deliberately created for local and underrep-
resented communities.

The Steering Committee continues to meet and share ideas. With the
help of our Associate Director for Urban Programs, Hilliard Hamp-
ton, we'll continue to host a series of roundtable conversations and
opportunities for information sharing through 2017. If you want to
know more, please contact Hilliard at hilliard @freshwaterfuture.org.

Thanks to the Erb Family Foundation and the C.S. Mott Foundation
for funding support for the gathering.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Freshwater Future
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Hank Saunders

Citizen Advocate

nywhere Henrietta “Hank” Saunders goes
she is sure to find a long-lost friend. It
is her kind spirit, combined with her
dedication to the environment and her commitment as an inveterate
volunteer, that makes Hank deserving of a Freshwater Hero Award.

As a retired financial services professional, she has shared her skills as an
analyst with a number of nonprofits in the Chicago area and even at
the national level as the treasurer of the National League of Women
Voters. At Freshwater Future, we have had the pleasure of working with

Hank in her role as Treasurer of the Lake Michigan Chapter of League
of Women Voters and Faith in Place. Hank currently serves as the
treasurer for the national League of Women Voters.

Hank’s positive energy and can-do attitude is inspirational. She “walks
the talk” of helping the environment by making her home energy effi-
cient and even having her garden certified as native! Hank embodies
the League of Women Voters ethos that democracy is not a spectator
sport, and she shows it through her work to involve, include, and
engage people in so many efforts.

Exercise Your Rights

We always hear about the rights of democracy, but the major responsibility of it is participation. ~Wynton Marsalis

e can all learn from Hank’s example, by getting involved and participating in our democracy. Civic engagement is a fundamental
value of all the work Freshwater Future does. It is at the core of how change happens and our communities improve. There are a
number of ways you can get involved...

GET INFORMED: Just like the “Couch to 5K” running guides, we provide you some easy ways to help transition from the viewer
to the player—at least for water resource issues! One of the easiest ways you can up your involvement is to make sure you are
signed up to get our emails. Visit us at freshwaterfuture.org to sign up.

EDUCATE: Now is the time to educate our elected officials at every level —local, state, and federal—to provide them with quality
information to guide their decision making. What water resource issue are you most concerned about? Wetlands? Asian carp?
Climate change? Algae? You can let your elected officials know about your concerns.

LOBBY: What exactly is lobbying? Asking your elected officials to vote on a certain piece of legislation. As a citizen, you have the
right to do this. If you believe they should vote a certain way or know how you feel—tell them with a phone call, email, or letter.

On topics related to water, we provide opportunities for you to connect with your elected officials—go to our website for opportuni-
ties to take action and make your voice heard.

VOTE: This one may seem like the most obvious. However, it is important to remember that we are fortunate in the US and Can-
ada to have the freedom to vote. It is one of our greatest civil liberties and an important part of the equation of a democracy. Voting
is the simplest and easiest way to participate in your community, plus after you vote you can proudly wear your “I Voted” sticker.

VOLUNTEER AND GET INVOLVED IN LOCAL GROUPS: You and your friends and neighbors know what issues are the most
important for your community. Is there a local group working on it, do you have a skill you can share to help them address the
problem? Lending your time is a powerful to effect change in your community.

March 2017
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Gary Belan
Past Board Member

( ; ary Belan understands the impor-
tance of working on water issues
at all levels—from national and

international groups to local watershed advocates. Freshwater

Future has benefited from his knowledge and perspective, and

are grateful for the years of service he has given to our orga-

nization. For six years Gary has been on one or both of the
boards of Freshwater Future and Freshwater Future Canada. As

Senior Director at American Rivers, Gary has brought valuable

insight about the issues facing organizations across the Great

Lakes, federal policy, watershed politics, and green infrastruc-

ture. We wish Gary luck as he continues to work on rivers and

use his passion to support groups and citizens in their fight
to protect their waters. Thank you Gary for being an amazing

Freshwater Hero!

John Jackson

Citizen Advocate

ohn Jackson is a passionate leader who has been
tirelessly advancing public engagement throughout
the Great Lakes—since before “engagement” was

a buzzword! Combining an extraordinary depth of knowledge about the
Great Lakes with passion and a strategic vision for binational collaboration,
John has a remarkable ability to influence Great Lakes policies and issues.

For many years, John's work was focused through Great Lakes United (GLU)—
which he described as an international coalition of over 140 groups with
some 100,000 diverse individuals, all working to protect the basin’s health
and beauty. Today, John continues to dedicate his time to Great Lakes issues,
with a particular focus on the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement and
engaging stakeholders and the public in caring for our shared waters.

We are grateful for John’s unparalleled passion, contributions and dedication,
and are pleased to present him with a Freshwater Hero award.

Dan McDermott

reshwater Future honours Dan McDermott
F who sadly passed away in September 2016.

He was most recently the Director of the
Ontario Chapter of Sierra Club.

Dan dedicated his life and career to protecting
the environment. He tirelessly and bravely fought for our air and
water. He never feared taking on even the toughest of opponents,
including the nuclear and coal industries.

Dan was a mentor to many young activists. He inspired generations
through his realistic but optimistic approach. He improved the quality
of our lives in many ways, including through his work to stop acid
rain and to establish Ontario as the first North American jurisdiction
to phase out coal.

And like Freshwater Future, Dan believed in strong Canada-US
cooperation. It was his idea to create the Sierra Club Bi-National
Great Lakes Committee.

Undoubtedly, Dan will continue to inspire all those who knew him
to follow their passion, maintain the course, and fight for clean water
and air. He will go down in the history books as a Freshwater Hero.

6 FRESHWATER FUTURE GRASSROOTS IN ACTION

Geoff Peach

7] he Coastal Centre.” These words replaced
I the traditional hello when calling
Geoff Peach at the Lake Huron Centre for

Coastal Conservation, a greeting that was always
accompanied by a smile from a man living his
passion. Having grown up on the Lake Huron shore, it shouldn't
be a surprise that Geoff grew up to be the voice of the coast itself.
After working for all three Conservation Authorities with jurisdiction
along the Lake Huron shore, Geoff co-founded the Coastal Centre
where he worked as the Coastal Resources Manager and Coastal Sci-

ence & Stewardship Advisor until 2017.

Geoff spent his life sharing his passion for coastal science with those
who lived and played along the Lake Huron shore. He taught coastal
municipalities about how the shore worked, and showed them how
to better manage their beaches and coastal wetlands. He designed new
programs to engage residents in coastal stewardship, and teach local
students about healthy beaches. But it wasn't just about what Geoff
did for the Lake Huron shore, it was about the natural talent and energy
he brought to the work. He made caring for the coast contagious.

Freshwater Future
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Th
ank You to Al of Oy Donors from December 1, 2016 through February 28, 2017

FOUNDATIONS AND

CORPORATIONS

AmazonSmile

Charles Steward Mott Foundation

Great Lakes Proud

Joyce Foundation

The Brookby Foundation

Ted Glasoe Fine Art Photography

The Erb Family Foundation

The Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb
Family Foundation

The George Gund Foundation

The John and Pat McCutcheon
Charitable Foundation

FUNDERS CIRCLE

($1,000 AND MORE)

Bill Fritz, Jr. and Kathleen French
Murray and Jeanie Kilgour

PAV Foundation

MONTHLY GIVING
Stephanie Altrock

Ann Baughman

Chris Gurbb

Hilliard Hampton
Nancy Ann Hellman
Cheryl Kallio

Becca Nelson

Jill Ryan

Pamala Stanton- Van De Veire
Nancy and Bruce Turner
Melanie Welch

Jill Whelan

FRIEND OF THE LAKES
($500-5999)

Joey Arbaugh

Chris Baines

Gary Belan

Mary Jo Cullen and Torfinn Hansen
John Finley

Molly Frontfelter

Lisa Matts

Adam Parker and Tamar Rubin
Karen Reinbold

SPONSOR ($250-$499)
Kristina Clark and John Kemmerer
Glen and Bev Dale

Robert and Deborah Elliott
Natalija Fisher

Tom Hillstrom

Tom and Bette Irwin

Carol Matthews

Richard and Jean Marie Shoquist

SUPPORTER ($100-$249)
Deborah and Michael Baughman
Breezeswept

Ann Calkins

Dawn Casper

Timothy Crooks

The Davis Family

Bert Ebbers and Katie Parker Ebbers
Jim Egner
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James and Evangeline Fabiano
Joe and Robyn Flanagan
Donna Goddard

Chris Grubb

Bonnie Hay

Dan Johnson

Jane Kalin

Renee Kivikko

Peter Leschak

Cynthia Malinowski
Denise Marx

Wendy McCalvy

Elizabeth McCloskey
Roger McDonald

Eeva Miller

Barb Nelson

Mildred and Tommie Robbins
Carol Rose

Susie Schreiber

Jim Sells

Annabel Slaight

Amy Smith

Stephanie Smith

Peggy Swenor

Dr. and Mrs. John Tanton
June Thaden

Virginia Van Andel

John Vanco

Elsa and Walter Verderber
Melanie Welch

Judith and Dennis Williams

MEMBER ($50-$99)
Ann Acker

Amanda and Paul Brink
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Carter
Jerry and Betty Chesness
Ruth Clausen

Jill and William Crafton
James and Kathy Crawford
Elliott Dudnik

Judith Dushane

Kathleen Evans

Hildy Feen

Laura Gauger

Rachael Bergren

Tory Hoff

Doug Holem

Kim Holwerda

David and Patricia Hubbard
Ann Kalb

Sally Kane

Debra Kerr

Kim Kihnke

Doug Fuller and Martha Lancaster
Anonymous

John Leon

Mark Leschishin

David Malish

Kathleen Matthews

Carol McCarus

Suzanne McCune
Frederick Murphy

Laura Noveck

Barbara Oshon

Andrea Palmer
Sally Pierson
Thomas Potts
Cathy Rustermier
Karen Schmitt
Hannelore Shattuck
Alison Stankrauff
Joan Stout

Jim Sweeney

Robin Vidoni

Ken Vinciquerra

B. Richard Vogt
David Watt

Cynthia Westerman
Gretchen and George Zuiderveen
Anonymous

CONTRIBUTOR ($1-$49)
Elaine Anderson

Aqua Lawn Sprinklers
Peters Ayres

Patricia Bacon

Ron Bacon

Megan Bascone

Charles Boardman
Richard Boehnke

Roger Bowen

Rita Byrd

Harry and Ann Carson
Dominika Chafai

Gene and Carla Champagne
Amanda Clark

Dan Clarkin

Peg Coffey

Peggy S. Collins

Cheryl Daniels

Judith and Lamar Davidson
Louis DeGroot

Judith Hodell

Gene and Carolyn Hodulik
Holly Hoffe

John Houlihan

Jim Jackson

Jeffrey Jost

Peter Kenny

Loretta Knight

Kelley and John Korch
Paulette Krom

Adam Lafave

Boyd Manges

Phil Martin

Fred Meeker

Linda Miller

Mary Morris

Brad Mosher

Susan Mullins

Kathleen Murray

Mary Ellen and Gordon Nelson
Dennis Nicoliasen

Bruce Opalka

Neal Puncochar

LeoT. Ratzer

Paul Ripple

Carl Sanders

Anne Sarazin

Paul Shedivy

Jack Slanina

Joan Sturtevant
Helen Surridge
Robert Sus

Delmar Thomas
Michael Thompson
William Vanden Elzen
John Vander Ploeg
Elsa and Walter Verderber
Sally Wagle

Valerie Wolters
Anonymous

ORGANIZATIONS

Blanchard River Watershed
Partnership

Concerned Citizens of Big Bay

Cool Learning Experience

Flint River Corridor Alliance

Friends of the Jordan River
Watershed

Great Lakes Community
Conservation Corps

Lakeshore Natural Resources
Partnership

Michigan State University Library

Miller Vanwinkle Trout Unlimited

Paradise Lake Association

Storehouse of Hope

University of Toronto at
Mississauga Library

UP Environmental Coalition

HONORARIUMS AND

MEMORIALS

In Honor of John Gee
Given by Corlann Bush

In Honor of Sandy Spieler,
Given by Micah Spieler

In Honor of Zlex, MaLeah
and Jouani Filippi, Given by
Chris Filippi and Carolyn Byrne

In Memory of Diadra Decker, Given
by Edelle Vartan

In Memory of Diadra Decker, Given
by Joanie Davis

In Memory of Ms. Diadra Decker,
Given by Shannon Oesch

In Honor of Jamie, Given by
Bethann Morgan

VOLUNTEERS
Tina Bickes
Pam Hall
Eileen Adams
Gretchen Brown
Janice Cole
Pam Hall
Marian Jurries
Karen Knapp
Nancy Staley
Lurli Vaughan

Freshwater Voices is a joint production of
Freshwater Future, a 501 () (3) nonprofit
organization and Freshwater Future Cana-
da, a registered Canadian charity.

ANN BAUGHMAN

Associate Director for Development

ann@freshwaterfuture.org
APRIL WEPPLER

Program Manager, Canada

april@freshwaterfuture.org
HILLIARD HAMPTON

Associate Director of Urban

Partnerships

hilliard@freshwaterfuture.org
CHERYL KALLIO

Associate Director for Policy

cheryl@freshwaterfuture.org
STEPHANIE ALTROCK

Bookkeeper / Office Manager

stephanie@freshwaterfuture.org
JILL RYAN

Executive Director

jill@freshwaterfuture.org
TONY MAAS

Manager, Strategies

tony@freshwaterfuture.org
NANCY GOUCHER

Manager, Partnerships

nancy@freshwaterfuture.org
BECCA NELSON

Program Associate

becca@freshwaterfuture.org
JESSICA WAGAR

Data and Technology Specialist

jessica@freshwaterfuture.org

MAIN OFFICE: (231) 348-8200

CHRIS GRUBB, Chair
HOLLY HUGHES, Vice-Chair
KAREN REINBOLD, Treasurer
AUSTIN HOLSINGER

Great Lakes Proud
GARY BELAN

American Rivers
TRACEY COOKE

Invasive Species Centre
ADAM PARKER

Shedd Aquarium
MELANIE WELCH

Great Lakes Citizen
TRENT STARK

Great Lakes Citizen

LINDSAY TELFER, CHAIR
Canadian Freshwater Alliance

HOLLY HUGHES, Vice-Chair
TIM MORRIS, Secretary/Treasurer
TRACEY COOKE

Invasive Species Centre
NATALIA FISHER

Great Lakes Citizen

DISCLAIMER: Freshwater Voices is intended to
provide a forum for the free exchange of ideas
among citizens and organizations working
to protect aquatic habitats in the Great Lakes
Basin. The interpretations and conclusions
presented in this newsletter represent the
opinions of the individual authors. They in no
way represent the views of Freshwater Future,
funders, members, donors, Freshwater Future
Canada or any organization mentioned in this
publication.
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Water Issues and You:

Freshwater Future strives to provide you with relevant
information about critical issues facing the Great Lakes
Basin. We'd love to hear what issues are important to you.
Update your contact information and let us know here:
bit.ly/FFInterest
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Follow Freshwater Future on Facebook and Twitter! www.freshwaterfuture.org www.freshwaterfuturecanada.ca



