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U.S. Makes Investment in Water
Systems: The Real Work Starts NOW

fter decades of disinvestment in our in- down the pipeline. (See more on page three, a
Afrastructure and water systems, the U.S. recording of the session is available on Freshwater
federal government passed a $1 trillion Future’s YouTube channel.)

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act, investing
in our nation’s infrastructure, everything from
roads to internet to public transportation and
more. Although drinking water, wastewater, and
stormwater infrastructure are critical pieces of
the funding only six percent will go towards water
projects.

We believe it is critical that residents get involved
to help their communities access the funding and
ensure it is spent on what is needed most, whether
it is replacing lead water pipes, cleaning up toxins
in drinking water, providing safe alternative water
supplies, upgrading treatment plants, etc. The next
All About Water convening, in the first quarter of
Now is when the real work starts—helping 2022, will help residents and community groups
communities access the federal funding to solve ensure their communities are able to access the
persistent problems with drinking water and funds, and make clear what their communities
wastewater systems. Freshwater Future has al-  need most.

ready started! The All About Water convening in Article continued on page 2
October focused specifically on how communities

can access federal water funds that are coming
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The Real Work Starts NOW continued from page 1

Freshwater Future and our partners in the All About Water collab-
orative have been working hard to ensure that as this money flows
from Congress, state and municipal processes are in place to ensure
that funding can go to solving water problems where it is needed
most. This includes training community groups to ensure their mu-
nicipalities have the tools to access the funding and that community
voices are at the forefront of identifying community needs. One of
these structural pieces was providing a definition of “disadvantaged
community,” since legislation has not done so.

Historically, rural and low-income communities have struggled to
access federal infrastructure dollars that flow through states for a
number of reasons including lack of staffing to complete the process
of applying for funds, ability to provide or access required matching
funds, lack of resident base able to repay funds when they are in
the form of loans, and more. Provisions in the bills are now trying
to remedy these disparities, including providing a certain amount of
funds being available to “disadvantaged communities” only.

One or two federal funding initiatives can’t possibly solve all of the
water needs. A few of the other threats Freshwater Future is con-
cerned about include:

* Comprehensive approach to managing the thousands of PFAS
chemicals as a family or group instead of one by one.

* Funding to remove all of the lead piping in public water systems.

T el

The toxic family of chemicals used for waterproofing, fire fighting foams,
and stain repellents are showing up in drinking water and surface waters.
An anticipated $10 billion from the infrastructure act will be divided to help
communities dealing with this harmful pollutant in drinking water and
surface waters.
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e Support to help communities build long-term resilience to
flooding and other climate threats.

If your community needs fall into one of the four water in-
vestments areas below, we encourage you to get involved
and work with your municipality to ensure they are pre-
paring to apply.

Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act Anticipated Water
Investments*

1. Wastewater and stormwater projects are slated to
receive nearly $20 billion.

. Drinking water projects will receive $17 billion and
an additional $15 billion for lead service line replace-
ment.

. Addressing the toxic family of chemicals called PFAS
is anticipated to receive $10 billion.

. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative will receive sup-
plemental $1 billion to support clean-up of toxic hot
spots and environmental restoration.

*estimates only, subject to change

LAKE ERIE ALGAE | NOAA
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The harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie are fed by phosphorus pollution from
farms and to a lesser extent sewage from wastewater treatment plants.
Funding from the infrastructure bill of nearly $20 billion is anticipated to
improve wastewater treatment and reduce phosphorus pollution.

Freshwater Future
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All About Water Convening
Talks Federal Water Funding

reshwater Future’s All About Water convening in October was incredibly
Fimpactful. The focus was how communities can access federal water funds

that are coming down the pipeline, what the processes require, and how
residents and community groups can participate in the process. We are espe-
cially grateful for a community-oriented State Revolving Fund 101 session that
helped provide the basics of how these federal funds pass to states and are then
utilized by municipalities. The next convening discussing strategies and solu-
tions is being planned for early 2022. Watch our weekly email newsletter for
details on how to register for this upcoming event. Not receiving Freshwater

(DAL Ao Watez

The All About Water Convening
featured a slate of experts who
walk participants through all
facets of state revolving funds.
Keynote speaker Omar Muham-
mad, a community advocate and
activist since 2007 and the Execu-
tive Director for the Lowcountry
Alliance for Model Communities
(LAMC), discussed the need for

Weekly? Go to our website to sign-up today.

community outreach in efforts to
access these crucial funds.

Lake Erie Alive Unites To Reduce Toxic Algae

portance to the physical, economic, and spiritual health in

the central Great Lakes region is HUGE. Toxic or harmful
algal blooms (HABs) fed by agricultural pollution threaten local
fisheries, tourism and drinking water sources all around the lake.
The blooms that look like green slime can kill pets, suffocate fish,
stifle tourism, not to mention increase the cost of water treatment
in communities downstream of agricultural areas.

Lake Erie may be the smallest of the Great Lakes, but its im-

The Lake Erie Alive initiative
unites people and communi-
ties as they work together to
protect and restore this trea-
sured waterbody. Coordinated
by Freshwater Future Canada,
Canadian Freshwater Alliance,
and Environmental Defence,
Lake Erie Alive participants
help by urging federal, state,
and provincial governments
and local communities to take
actions to reduce the pollu-
tion. It also provides a way to
celebrate this amazing Great
Lake through social media.

g Alicia Raytrowsky
g

a struggling fishery with 2igae blooms and dead zones, but

o fish! Long point and Rondeau Bay bemg .hva
gemwlh and smallmouth bass that we fish.
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LAKE ERIE DESERVES
BETTER THAN THIS.

#4444 LAKE ERIEALIVE ——S—
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LEARN MORE
FRESHWATERFUTURECANADA.CA

This isn’t the first time the health of Lake Erie was at a tipping point.
Fifty years ago, Lake Erie was declared dead. A coordinated effort
that resulted in new regulations and pollution reduction worked.
The commitment to keep Lake Erie Alive is needed again. You can
be a part of this effort to revive Lake Erie!

FRESHWATER FUTURE ACTION UPDATE ]
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Actions To Address High Lead Levels In Drinking Water

crisis can bring out the best in people. Volunteers for the
A Benton Harbor Community Water Council (BHCWC) re-

sponded to the “do not drink the water” decree by helping
to deliver upwards of 9,000 cases of water every week. The water was
provided by the state after Governor Whitmer signed an executive
directive on October 14 to “coordinate all available state resources
to deliver safe drinking water to residents in Benton Harbor,” where
lead levels have been high for over three years.

This action comes after years of struggle by Benton Harbor residents
to be heard outside of their community in order to secure the resources
needed to safeguard public health in the city from lead. Because no
level of lead is safe, residents have needed alternative water, filters
and educational information. Freshwater Future has been honored
to work with residents and the BHCWC to ensure resources continued
to be available in Benton Harbor to not only inform residents of the
lead issue and how to protect their families, but also to work toward
a resolution that returns the water system to providing safe drinking
water, which is what every resident wants and should expect.

Recently a collaboration of more than 20 community and environ-
mental groups, led by the BHCWC, Great Lakes Environmental Law
Center, People’s Water Board and National Resources Defense Council
petitioned the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to step in and

help Benton Harbor. This action and the attention it garnered, finally
pushed the struggle into national and state focus. We thank all of
those groups for their leadership in this effort. Reverend Edward
Pinkney, President and CEO of the BHCWC stated, “after years of
struggle to raise awareness, I am happy we were able to work to-
gether to achieve this declaration. The BHCWC and our allies will
be here to ensure that these statements are followed with action to
safeguard the health of the people of Benton Harbor.”

After three years of being out of compliance with the water standards
set by the state of Michigan at 15 ppb of lead, massive attention
from the public and the government is creating new found support
for the BHCWC. The group has championed the work the past three
years to ensure their neighbors’ safety and their access to clean and
safe water.

Reverend Pinkney requested the state, on behalf of the BHCWC,
to tell residents directly that the water is unsafe to drink currently,
and therefore they should utilize bottled water for drinking, cook-
ing, and making baby formula. Finally, the state under pressure
made the announcement that residents should use bottled water on
October 21. Governor Whitmer’s announcement invokes a sense
of urgency to pool resources from the state to provide clean and
accessible water.

Water Filtration Stations Installed At Benton Harbor

Weé

Freshwater Future will take monthly
samples from the water refill stations and
test them for lead at the state-of-the-art
Flint Community Lab to determine when
filters need changing.

4 FRESHWATER FUTURE ACTION UPDATES

with the Benton Harbor Community Water Council and

Nalgene Water Fund to secure filtered water refill stations
for all schools in Benton Harbor, MI. The work of the Water Council
recently brought the first two of eight filter stations to the schools
just as schools opened up for the fall semester. In addition, hun-
dreds of reusable water bottles donated by the Nalgene Water
Fund are being distributed to students so they can enjoy the water
from the new filtered stations and a local Benton Harbor artist has
designed a sticker that’s helping to promote the importance of clean water to youth. Within the next
few months, a total of 8 filtered water refill stations will be installed across all the district’s schools.

D uring the late summer months, Freshwater Future worked

Rev Edward Pinkney, President and CEO of the Benton
Harbor Community Water Council demonstrates the
Water Filtration System at Inauguration Ceremony
held at the local high school in early September.

Freshwater Future




Due To Benton Harbor Residents’ Leadership

While the state Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Ener-
gy recently stated there is “in general an improvement overall,” we
have seen no evidence of such improvement.
We look forward to working with the state to
understand where improvements to the lead

situation exist and where there are opportuni-
ties to improve further.

most effective if they listen to and work with community groups like
the BHCWC. Community groups are in the best position to continue

wrand Ray
Grg.

o

to lead the good work from the residents’
perspective. Working together to alleviate
water insecurity can be an example of how
the government and community collabo-
rate for the most effective outcome for the

. . residents living with unsafe water.
Benton Harbor residents have continued to be &

resilient in their efforts to ensure the safety of

fellow residents’, and show no signs of giving

up. “Benton Harbor residents have created

solutions to educate and keep people safe in

the community over the past three years, and

those efforts should continue to lead this work. What will
certainly help are the resources and the expertise the state
can bring to bear on this problem,” said Benton Harbor
City Commissioner MaryAlice Adams.

Residents working through the BHCWC have been steering
the way making sure information, water and filters are dis-
tributed in the community by listening to the needs of the
community. As the resources provided by the government
are certainly positive, the resources they provide will be

High School
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Rev. Pinkney at All About Water Convening in 2019.
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Freshwater Future Canada

ALANA HONAKER

Grants and Community H

Welcomes New Program Director
alana@freshwaterfuture.org

ALEcﬁ'rf"fm'y Program and reshwater Future Canada has a new program director, Andréa Dube. Andréa has
Technical Associate

S e By Ut oty over a decade of experience working on a variety of conservation programs with
ANDREA DUBE non-profit and government organizations in Ontario. These include developing ” -
E’eShwateﬁ ARGanada and implementing watershed strategies, coordinating drinking water protection plans, Andréa Dube
rogram Director R i ) 7 . . .
andrea@freshwaterfuture.org creating community-based conservation programs, and delivering funding programs to increase the
AN/L“SSBC':\C?a?: Ig/lirAethor adoption of beneficial agricultural practices. Andréa has a BSc in Environmental Science from the University of
ann@greshwaterfuture.org Guelph in Ontario and a MSc in Environmental Studies from Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia. She lives
BRANDON TYUS _ in Guelph, Ontario, in the Lake Erie watershed, and enjoys hiking and paddling with her family.
Policy and Community Program
Associate
brandon@freshwaterfuture.org
HILLIARD HAMPTOM
Thank You To Our Intern
Partnerships
hillard@freshwaterfuture.org
JILL RYAN hank you to our policy intern Courtney Platt. Courtney is currently in her second year of law
y policy y y y Y
Executive Director : :
ettt treor school at the University of Toledo College of Law. Courtney graduated from Youngstown State
KRISTY MEYER University in 2020 with a degree in Criminal Justice focusing on legal processes. She also had an

Associate Director . : oo . . .
R oA R i rty opportunity to study chemistry for two years and researched water purification, sparking her passion for

LAURIE BREIGHNER environmental law.
Grants and Administrative Specialist
laurie@freshwaterfuture.org
LESLIE BURK
S Good-Byes And Welcomes
leslie@freshwaterfuture.org
To Board Members

Director of Logistics and Financials
stephanie@freshwaterfuture.org

FRESHWATER FUTURE reshwater Future would like to extend our gratitude and

BOARD OF DIRECTORS appreciation for our retiring board members, Karen Reinbold,

ADAM PARKER Melanie Welch, and Tom Knott, who have dedicated countless

TRENT STARK h q hel o h Lisa Hardi L McConnell
A L ours and energy to help govern our organization over the past Lisa Hardin auren McConne
STEPHANIE SMITH decade.

ROBERT LETSCHER o . . . )

LISA HARDEN Filling these big shoes are new board members Lisa Hardin and Lauren McConnell who will serve as co-
LAUREN MCCONNELL treasurers. Lisa and Lauren, both from the Chicago area, bring a wealth of experience and skills to aid
FRESHWATER FUTURE CANADA in our financial management. Welcome Lisa and Lauren!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
KELSEY SCARFONE

T In Memory Of A.J. Birkbeck

LINDSAY TELFER

e are saddened to learn of the passing of A.J. Birkbeck on November 1,
DISCLAIMER: Freshwater Voices is intended . . . L. .
to provide a forum for the free exchange of 2021. A.J. was instrumental in forming the Michigan PFAS Alliance, a
e Rebzehapand forganizations statewide organization focused on addressing PFAS contamination and

working to protect aquatic habitats in the K . X
Great Lakes Basin. The interpretations and legislative solutions. We were pleased and honored to award A.J. our Freshwater

Bl sl In, this newsletter Future Hero Award in 2019 for his tireless efforts in protecting water resources. One
represent the opinions of the individual au- X o . R K . K .
thors. They in no way represent the views of the many things that will live on in his legacy is the Michigan PFAS Alliance that he A.J. Birkbeck

of Freshwater Future, funders, members,
donors, Freshwater Future Canada or any
organization mentioned in this publication.

founded, which will continue to lead advocacy on this harmful pollutant.

6 FRESHWATER FUTURE GRASSROOTS IN ACTION Freshwater Future
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Tha"k You to All of Qur Donors from June 1 through October 31, 2021

GRANTS

Fred A. And Barbara M.
Erb Family Foundation

The Joyce Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

McDougal Family
Foundation

Park Foundation

Pisces Foundation

Water Funder Initiative
(WFI)

FUNDERS CIRCLE
($1,000 AND MORE)
Colin Brushwyler
Elaine Burke
Glory-June Greiff

MONTHLY DONOR
CIRCLE
Stephanie Altrock
Ann Baughman
Leslie Burk
Patricia Hung
Kathleen Mullins
Jill Ryan

Kelsey Scarfone
Alicia Smith
Brandon Tyus

Jill Whelan

FRIEND OF THE
LAKES ($500-$999)
Adam Parker and
Tamar Rubin
Stephanie Smith

SUPPORTER

($100-$249)

Ann Acker

Dawn Casper

Perpetua and Steven
Crawford

Judy Cremean

Suzanne Dixon

Gail and Bill Drake

Carol Glass

Doug and Marie Holem

June Holmes

Carol and Joe Houston

Linda Kenney

John Leon

Dr. Robert Letscher

Philip Moots

Darlene Scherer

Alexander Shashko

Margaret and Ronald
Talboys

MEMBER ($50-$99)
James Berkey

Kathy and Jim Bricker
Paul Burroughs

Gene and Carla
Champagne

Elliott Dudnik

Phyllis Edinberg

Norman Falconer

Ann Gollnitz

Ryan Hilbert

Gene and Carolyn
Hodulik

Jane Horton

Dr. John and Joan
Hutto

Martha Lancaster
and Doug Fuller

Dency Lippert

Al Machek

George and Nan Myers

Kris and Carla Pillai

Patricia Safavi

Sue Sells

Charlie Slack

Sally Smith

Edward and Diane
Strzelinski

Dr. Michael Thompson

Carole Vial

Andrea and Jerry Vigue

William and Patricia
Zaglaniczny

CONTRIBUTOR
($1-$49)
Karen Aberegg
Yousuf Ali
Rita Byrd
Dan Clarkin
Carrera Di Filippo
Elspeth Durward
Sue Emmert
Julia Estus
Mark Giese
Donald Hawes
Jeffrey Jost
Scott Keller
Adam Lafave
Karen Maxwell
Jeffrey Mckee
Julie Misegades
Thomas Schultz
Robert D. Spiller
Jean Stern
Sandra Thiele
Lawrence Tucker
Victoria Vaughn and
T. Osborn

VOLUNTEERS
Nancy Staley
ORGANIZATION
MEMBERS

Black River Audubon
Society

Cayuga Lake Watershed
Network

Coalition to SAVE the
Menominee River, Inc.

Concerned Citizens of
Big Bay

Elk Skegemog Lakes
Association

Federation of Croatian
Societies, Inc.

Junction Creek Stew-
ardship Committee

Just Transition NWI

Lake Erie Waterkeeper

Michigan Citizens For
Water Conservation

New Image Life Skills
Academy

Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area, Inc.

Raven Hill Discovery
Center

Religious Coalition for
the Great Lakes CSJ

Saugatuck Dunes
Coastal Alliance

Save Lake Superior
Association

Seneca Lake Pure
Waters Association

Sterling Water Stewards

Two Rivers Coalition

Upper Peninsula Envi-
ronmental Coalition

Wisconsin Resources
Protection Council

Wisdom Institute

Yellow Dog Watershed
Preserve

WATER IS LIFE

FESTIVAL

Shannon Abbott

Bay Mills Indian
Community

Beth Wallace

Blissfest Music
Organization

Michele Bourdieu

Jannan Cornstalk

Cathy Duren

Groundwork Center
for Resilient
Communities, Inc.

Su Hansen

Mary Johnson

Rhonda Loonsfoot

Michigan Environmental
Justice Coalition/Allied
Media Projects, Inc.

National Wildlife
Federation and the
Great Lakes Business
Network

North by Nature
Landscapes

Nottawaseppi Huron
Band of Patawatomi

Nutcase Vegan Meats

Oryana Food
Cooperative

Peoples’ Water Board

Connie Perkins

David Petrove

Mark Poletti

Biidabaan Reinhardt

Sarah Savage

Cheryl Sparks

We The People-Ml

Marshall Weimer

Jeffrey Benson

CORPORATE
DONORS

CPI&

INTERNATIONALI

%anadaHelps.org

amazon

WPLK
PADDE

WALK PADDLE & ROLL CHALLENGE

Thank you to the following donors who supported our 2021 Walk Paddle & Roll challenge through generous financial gifts. Thank you also to our Board and
Staff, located across the region, who uplifted this year’s challenge through a variety of healthy, fun, and environmentally-conscious personal challenges:

&H I-I. Zachary Burr Hildy Feen Donald and Robert Letscher Eric Morales
Lee Calibeo Susan Finley Rhonda Hescott  Sean Letscher Michael Moran
Amanda Campbell  Christopher Ford Amy Hogan Lori Lind Amy Nedoss
Jeffrey Benson Stephanie Chu and Ali Hill Kevin Hogan Helen Linn Jeff Obeshaw
David Berns and Kristina Clark and Fonda Foster Chelsea lacino Jamal Malone Susan Offield
Roberta Berns John Kemmerer  Tamar Fox Danielle Johnson Lesley Matsa Carrie Ost

Aryeh Bernstein

Coalition to SAVE

Eitan Freedenberg

Nancy Kalbfell

Elizabeth McCloskey

Amy Osterman

Chad Rolston

Cynthia Rosenberg

Nelson
Rachel Rosner
Jacob Roth
Aleah Rouse
Aviva and David

Alexis Smith
Brenda Smith
Sandra Smith
Stephanie Smith
Suzan Stuckman
Teresa Sutter
Jacinta Taylor

Annie Borgen the Menominee  Susan Gateley Cheryl Kallio Thomas McCloy Ellen Sue and Jon Rubin Diana

Marcy Boyd River, Inc. Jacob and Megan  Kim Kihnke Donna McDuffie Parker Shira Schwarz Throckmorton
Adam Braun Dr. Bridget Coughlin Geroley Kathleen Koch Brenda McGee Karen Parker Carrie Scott Debra Townes
Randy Brown Carol Coursey Krista Grimm Mandy Kraska Joan McMahon Lisa Pittman-Hardin  Jacob Shapiro Julie Tran

Leah Buchbinder Alison DeCamp Robin Grinnell Larry Krueger Gord McNulty Rebecca Reimbold ~ Stephanie Shulak  Jerrold Weiss
Leslie Burk Sherri Donovan Christopher Grubb  Peter Laundy Chase Meyer Karen Reinbold Sharon Sisskind Ashley Wiedbusch
Nancy Burk Jacqueline Douglas  Ari Hart Erma Leaphart Noah Mishkin Gina Rodriguez Annabel Slaight

Summer Burk Kurt Erxleben Amanda Letscher Victoria Rollins

Congratulatic

lean, safe and afford ¢ Coalition to Save the Menominee River, Wausaukee, WI

quires successful on-t e Just Transition Northwest Indiana, Michigan City, IN

those waters from sc ¢ Rescue Lake Simcoe, Aurora, ON
grams, we provide funding * Sterling Water Stewards, Sterling, NY
their valued water resources * Blue Mountain Watershed Trust Foundation, Collingwood, ON
groundwater and shorelines i ¢ Friends of the Black River Forest, Town of Wilson, WI
projects that encourage pe : * Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition, Pentwater, MI
corporate, community or reg * WaterLegacy, Duluth, MN

* Wellington Water Watchers, Guelph, ON

water Future Project Grant Recipients
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Freshwater Future’s 2020 25th Annual
Report Now Available

reshwater Future’s 2020 annual report highlights our year’s work and demonstrates the strength and DB OVatine

F resiliency of our communities in the face of turmoil. Together, Freshwater with our partners from all «
over the Great Lakes region stepped up to redefine what impact meant, adapting to COVID-19, and

furthering efforts to ensure drinking water is clean, safe, and affordable. The report is available for download

online or to request a paper copy, please email leslie@freshwaterfuture.org

I 2020 ANNUAL HERGET

LEFT: Bay View, Michigan
Scarrow Friday Forum Lecture
Series — Freshwater Future’s
Executive Director, Jill M. Ryan
spoke to an attentive crowd of
over 100 on July 9th. The lively
discussion focused on Great Lakes
water resource topics ranging from
contaminants, water withdrawals,
climate change and lake levels to
Mackinac Straits Line 5.

RIGHT: Prior to the surge of the
COVID-19 delta variant, staff, board,
and members attending the Bay View
enjoyed coffee and conversation on
the porch of the Terrace Inn. Here,
Ann Baughman, Associate Director
catches up with board
members Dr. Rob

' - f 4 , - Letscher and
- ' ‘,,4 ‘ = § ; ; ! —~— Trent Stark.
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