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Baltimore Water: Paying  (?) for Clean-up:
Motivation

·)ÓÓÕÅȡ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ "ÁÌÔÉÍÏÒÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ȰÃÏÎÓÅÎÔ 
ÄÅÃÒÅÅȱ ×ÉÔÈ %0! ÆÏÒ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÌÉÁÎÃÅȢȱ 
Requires investment upwards of $3 billion by 2030.

·Given lack of federal dollars, ratepayers must 
pay. 

·If people cannot afford the bills, how does 
Baltimore collect sufficient dollars?
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Baltimore Water:
Paying (?) for Clean-up
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Baltimore Water: 
Impact of Unaffordable Bills 
(non-current assets [receivables] [$000s])
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Obstacles to Affordability: Pre-existing Arrearages: 
Philadelphia (2016)

Affordability of Arrearage Payment Under 5% Deferred 

Payment Plan

Annual 

Income

Monthly 

Arrearage Pyt

($4,186 x .05)

Months in 

Year

Annual 

Arrearage Pyt

(monthly pyt x 

12)

Arrearage Pyt

as Percent of 

Income

Below 50% $7,368 $209 12 $2,508 34%

50-74% $11,513 $209 12 $2,508 22%

75-99% $16,119 $209 12 $2,508 16%

100-124% $20,632 $209 12 $2,508 12%

125-149% $25,329 $209 12 $2,508 10%
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hōǎǘŀŎƭŜΥ wŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ άǇƻƻǊέΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǇέ Ім
Upper Q1 Income Limits vs. Median Q1 Income ($s)

(Pittsburgh)
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hōǎǘŀŎƭŜΥ wŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ άǇƻƻǊέΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǇέ Ім
Burdens Using Q1 Upper Income Limits and Using Q1 Mean 
(average) Incomes (Pittsburgh)
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hōǎǘŀŎƭŜΥ wŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ΨǇƻƻǊΩΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǇέ Ін
Distribution of Income of Households 

with Income at or Below$20,000 (Pittsburgh)
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Current Water Burdens at Low to High Consumption Levels 

and Distribution of Income Below $20,000 (Pittsburgh)
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We can fix this!
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City of Philadelphia Legislation
(Bill No. 140607-AA) 

(Philadelphia Code, §19-1605)

(December 2016)

IWRAP means the Income-Based Water 
Rate Assistance Program. . .
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City of Philadelphia Legislation
(Bill No. 140607-AA) (Philadelphia Code, §19-1605 )

Monthly IWRAP bills shall be affordable for low -
income households , based on a percentage of the 
ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȭÓ ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ 
percentage rates for [households at different poverty 
level ranges] and shall be charged in lieu of the 
���‡�’�ƒ�”�–�•�‡�•�–�ï�•���•�‡�”�˜�‹�…�‡�á���—�•�ƒ�‰�‡�á���ƒ�•�†���•�–�‘�”�•�™�ƒ�–�‡�”��
charges . That goal shall be achieved through a 
discount on generally-applicable residential rates or 
other bill calculation mechanism based upon each 
���—�•�–�‘�•�‡�”�ï�•���ƒ�…�–�—�ƒ�Ž���‹�•�…�‘�•�‡and, if practicable, 
historical usage, in a manner consistent with applicable 
federal law. 
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